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8.1 Improve the Governance of Guangzhou as an 
International Metropolis through the “Post-epidemic 
Recovery” Plan

The government takes the lead in tightening its 

belt. It will cut overall spending by 17.3%, cut 

public spending and regular expenditures by 

another 15%, and put most of the government 

fund in stimulating the economy and ensuring 

social security. In terms of ensuring people’s 

livelihood, the government will provide more 

employment assistance to disadvantaged 

groups to increase residents’ incomes; deepen 

the reform of medical insurance; support the 

development of care services for children under 

the age of 3; promote the development 

The ravages of COVID-19 have deeply impacted all aspects of global development. Adhering to the 

general principle of making improvement in stability, in 2020 Guangzhou focuses more on stabilizing 

employment and ensuring people’s livelihood, transforming the mode of economic development, 

promoting high-quality development, and striving to build itself into an international metropolis with 

more unique charm and vitality.

Prospects of Guangzhou Global City 
Development
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of facilities for the people’s livelihood, such as 

hospitals for the elderly and comprehensive 

rehabilitation centers for children; and promote 

the renovation of more than 100 old residential 

areas and the cleaning of 147 rivers and streams. 

In terms of stabilizing the economy, measures 

will be taken to ensure the developing room 

of market players, including easing the capital 

chain, ensuring the supply of talents, restoring 

the industries and smoothing the logistics. The 

government will invest about 72.48 billion USD 

in new digital infrastructure projects to drive 

economic growth. Measures will be taken to 

stimulate consumption, such as issuing vouchers 

for culture- and tourism-related consumption, 

supporting the development of new businesses 

such as retail and live-streaming e-commerce, 

and creating 30 nighttime economic clusters. 

In terms of international cooperation in the 

fight against COVID-19, Guangzhou will more 

actively share experience and offer sympathy 

and donations through sister cities, international 

organizations and international media, strengthen 

international promotion and supply of medical 

technologies and supplies, and actively advocate 

and carry out inter-regional cooperation on 

post-COVID-19 economic stimulus, as a way to 

undertake the responsibility of a global city.

8.2 Improve Mechanisms for Opening-up

To continuously improve the business environment, 

Guangzhou will fully implement the business 

environment 3.0 reform to create a “Guangzhou 

example” of a preferred business environment; 

promote the reform of large-scale customs 

clearance and the intelligent construction of ports, 

and build a global traceability system, a global 

customs declaration service system, and a global 

distribution center of high-quality products; and 

strengthen institutional innovation in the China 

(Guangdong) Pilot Free Trade Zone Nansha Area 

of Guangzhou (Nansha FTZ) and improve its 

institutional framework in line with international 

investment rules. In terms of foreign exchange and 

cooperation mechanism, Guangzhou will strengthen 

the innovation of international exchange and 

cooperation mechanism, such as establishing and 

improving the normalized management and service 

mechanism for foreigners in Guangzhou, improving 

the daily communication mechanism with foreign 

embassies and consulates in China, and improving 

the rapid response mechanism for foreign-related 

emergencies. In terms of participating in global 

urban governance, Guangzhou will play a more 

active role in continuing to lead global urban 

governance innovation. For example, it will play the 

role of core member in Metropolis, UCLG and other 

organizations, and carry out research, discussion 

and cooperation on international urban governance 

projects within the framework of the organizations; 

and give full play to the advocacy role of the 

Guangzhou International Award for Urban Innovation 

and continue to hold the Guangzhou International 

Urban Innovation Conference successfully.
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8.4 Enhance the International Commercial and Trade 
Center Functions

Guangzhou will focus on new technologies, 

industries, emerging businesses and business 

modes in terms of economic development, 

promoting the construction of Guangzhou artificial 

intelligence and digital economy pilot zone, 

planning the first 5G industrial parks, building 

itself into a national-level demonstration zone of 

block chain development, constructing the City 

of Design and Guangzhou eco-design town, and 

building itself into a national service-oriented 

manufacturing city. Guangzhou will support the 

construction of a number of high-level foreign 

trade development platforms, such as the global 

aircraft leasing center, the automobile international 

trade center and the national digital service 

export base; and support Nansha’s application for 

national import trade promotion and innovation 

demonstration zone, and the construction of a 

number of national import gathering areas, and 

build a comprehensive import trade service 

hub in South China. Guangzhou will speed up 

the development of cross-border e-commerce, 

market procurement, bonded logistics and other 

new commercial activities and business modes 

of foreign trade, promote the construction of 

comprehensive 
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8.3 Fully Promote the Development of the 
Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao Greater Bay Area
Guangzhou will promote the convergence and 

innovation of rules in GBA, including improving the 

mechanism of task-force on cooperation between 

Guangzhou and Hong Kong as well as Guangzhou 

and Macao, promoting exchanges between 

governments at all levels, and disentangling, 

coordinating and implementing the list of items 

on the convergence of rules; implement the Bay 

Area Access Project and explore diversified ways in 

realizing “the same item, the same policy and the 

same rule in three places”; and promote investment 

and trade liberalization and facilitation with high 

international standards, and explore the possibility of 

building a set of free trade ports in GBA. Guangzhou 

and GBA will jointly build an international hub 

for science and technology innovation in GBA, 

giving full play to the role of the main engine of the 

Guangdong-Shenzhen-Hong Kong-Macao “science 

and technology innovation corridor”. Guangzhou 

will support the construction of the Guangdong- 

Hong Kong-Macao joint laboratory, work with the 

two regions to build a number of cutting-edge 

research platforms for interdisciplinary science, and 

join hands with them in participating in the national 

“big science” projects. Guangzhou will organize 

the Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao Greater Bay 

Area (Guangdong-Guangzhou) open fund, and 

make a pilot project of credit loan financing for 

high-tech enterprises. Guangzhou will establish 

and improve the GBA technology and finance 

alliance, and build a national intellectual property 

trading center. Guangzhou will be committed to 

building a demonstration zone for comprehensive 

cooperation between Guangdong, Hong Kong 

and Macao, including coordinating efforts to build 

a modern industrial system in GBA, promoting 

orderly connectivity with GBA’s financial markets, 

and building a gathering area for innovation and 

entrepreneurship among young people from 

Guangdong, Hong Kong and Macao.
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Guangzhou will improve its capacity to hold 

high-end international conferences, to hold 

successfully a series of events including the 

2020 Global Mayors Forum and World Council 

of UCLG, the 13th Metropolis World Congress 

and the 5th Guangzhou International Award 

for Urban Innovation and explore the 

establishment of the Secretariat of the Global 

Mayors Forum, to develop flagship brands 

of high-end international conferences. 

Guangzhou will continue to do a good job of 

holding the Imperial Springs International 

Forum, the International Finance Forum, 

Guangzhou Annual International Investment 

Conference, Guangzhou International 

Biological Forum, Canton Tower Science 

& Technology Conference, World Eco-

Design Conference and other conferences 

on multilateral exchanges and cutting-

edge industry development. Guangzhou 

will elaborately organize and promote 

Understanding China Conference, Future 

City Summit, Clear Waters and Green 

Mountains Forum and other international 

high-end conferences, organizing and 

introducing more international conferences 

and high-end forums with global influence. 

Guangzhou will promote pragmatic 

cooperation with sister cities, accelerate 

the plan to establish friendship relations 

with a hundred foreign cities, continue to 

improve the association structure of multi-

dimensional friendship network, and deepen 

the construction of Guangzhou-Auckland-

Los Angeles and Guangzhou-Frankfurt-

Lyon cooperation mechanisms. Guangzhou 

will expand international communication 

network, promote all-round exchanges and 

cooperation among UCLG and Metropolis 

member cities, engage in activities 

organized by international organizations 

such as Tourism Promotion Organization for 

Asia-Pacific Cities, ICLEI-Local Governments 

for Sustainability, C40 Cities Climate 

Leadership Group and World Cities Culture 

Forum. Guangzhou will strive to attract more 

international organizations and institutions 

to settle in Guangzhou. International think 

tank exchange activities will be built, with 

the operating feature of “local think tanks 

+ international organizations” , giving local 

think tanks more opportunities to associate 

with international organizations and voice 

their opinions.

8.5 Building an International Exchange Center

pilot zones for cross-border e-commerce, 

build itself into a national center city for 

cross-border e-commerce, deepen the 

pilot work of market procurement, parallel 

import of automobiles and export of second-

hand cars, and expand the foreign trade 

market. Give full play to the advantages as 

an exhibition center, Guangzhou will power 

international trade center construction, 

including improving the radiation ability of 

Canton Fair and other traditional and well-

known exhibitions, building MSRE a national-

level expo, having more domestic and 

international major exhibitions settled in 

Guangzhou, and supporting local exhibitions 

improve its international operation capacity, 

so as to build itself into a high level 

conference and exhibition center. 
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Guangzhou will actively hold cultural exchange 

activities with foreign countries, including 

hosting national key cultural projects such as 

“My China, My Year”, “Chinese Spring Festival 

Gala” and “Embrace China”; carrying out key 

cultural exchanges with other countries, such 

as “Guangzhou Culture Week” and “Flower 

City in Silk Road – Maritime Silk Road World 

Heritage Cultural Tour”; comprehensively 

enhancing the brand awareness and external 

influence of Guangzhou Cultural Industry Fair. 

It will hold international festivals such as the 

International Sailing Festival, the International 

Cruise Tourism and Culture Festival,and 

the International Cuisine Festival, as well as 

local festivals such as the Spring Festival 

Flower Fair, Guangfu Temple Fair, Guangzhou 

Folk Culture Festival and Huangpu Polo 

Temple Fair, and Guangzhou Qiqiao Cultural 

Festival. Guangzhou will enrich and innovate 

international tourism exchanges, and maintain 

and improve its features as a city of flower all 

the year round, an important city in Maritime 

Silk Road, a city with Lingnan culture, an 

important city in modern-times revolutions, a 

commercial city with a history of thousands 

of years, a modern metropolis, and a city 

with beautiful natural sceneries, springs and 

cuisines. It will build its image as a home port 

for international cruises, enhance the tourism 

activity brands of “flower city the home” tourists 

experience project and others, and promote 

cooperation with important tourism cities in the 

world through platforms including UNWTO, TPO 

and GITF. Guangzhou will promote educational 

exchange activities at all levels, including 

attracting more high-level universities, 

vocational colleges and overseas educational 

institutions to visit Guangzhou for cooperation 

and co-management. The city will do a good 

job in carrying out youth friendship exchange 

activities such as “I am Guangzhou’s little 

envoy for foreign exchange”; implementing 

the “Elite Plan” overseas study program; and 

improving international understanding so as to 

promote cross-cultural exchanges.

8.6 Expand International Cultural Exchanges

Overlook of Canton Fair Complex
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8.7 Promote Capacity for International Communication

Guangzhou will build an international 

communication system of city image that 

conforms to the overall national strategy, 

with a distinct and unified city image and the 

participation of the whole society. According 

to the regional preferences of the audience, 

the city will integrate a series of activities and 

platforms for foreign contact, folk diplomacy 

and public diplomacy, and develop regional 

communication strategies to improve the 

precision of international communication. The 

city will improve the news release system, press 

spokesman system and handling mechanism 

of public emergency to ensure that news are 

released in a fast, accurate, standardized and 

orderly manner. Guangzhou will carry out 

effective external communication activities, 

including enhancing the influence of Guangzhou 

Round Table on City Image and International 

Communication, promoting normalization of 

overseas introduction event of the city image 

of Guangzhou, expanding the international 

coverage of “Guangzhou Story Session”, and 

hosting successfully “Night in Guangzhou” 

city promotion and culture exhibition activities 

with the help of APEC Summit, G20 Summit, 

BRICS Summit, World Economic Forum, Boao 

Forum for Asia, China Development Forum and 

other major international conference platforms. 

Relying on local media, the city will strengthen 

cooperation with Xinhua News Agency and other 

national media, and international mainstream 

media, developing and promoting a global-

oriented media communication platform, so as to 

introduce to the world Guangzhou in an objective, 

actual and comprehensive way.
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<  Guangzhou Global City Development Report 2020

is issued by Guangzhou Urban Innovation Research Center of Guangzhou 

Academy of Social Sciences.

<  Guangzhou Academy of Social Sciences (GZASS)
is a leading think tank and a distinguished academic institution in southern China 

sponsored by the municipal government of Guangzhou. Its researches center on 

Guangzhou aiming to provide policy consultancy to authorities at all levels. Adopting 

a new model of Research Hub + Network & Entity + Platform, GZASS is developing 

towards a modern think tank with international perspective. 

<  Guangzhou Urban Innovation Research Center (GUIRC)

is a comprehensive think tank on urban innovation and sustainable development 

research established by Guangzhou Academy of Social Sciences and the Guangzhou 

municipal government. Major contributions include:“Guangzhou Global City 

Development Report”Series, Global City Index Database, etc. 
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