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Guangzhou, located in the south of China’s mainland and the core of the Pearl River Delta, faces Hong 

Kong and Macao Special Administrative Regions across the Pearl River estuary. Guangzhou covers 

an area of 7,434.40 square kilometers and has a permanent resident population of over 14 million. 

Founded more than 2,000 years ago, Guangzhou is one of the earliest comprehensive gateway city 

for foreign trade in China. It has the reputation of “capital of commerce for thousands of years”. Today, 

Guangzhou is the capital city of Guangdong Province, an important national center city, one of the 

center cities of the Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao Greater Bay Area (GBA), an important hub city in 

the Belt and Road Initiative and an important comprehensive transport hub of China. It has prominent 

functions as an international commercial and trade center, playing an important role in international 

association and cultural exchanges.

Guangzhou：Important National Center 
City and Gateway Hub of China

1

2019 marks the 70th anniversary of the founding 

of the People’s Republic of China. Over the 

past 70 years, China’s national economy 

has maintained rapid growth. In 2010, China 

surpassed Japan and ranked the second in the 

world in terms of gross domestic product 

1.1 Guangzhou’s Development over the Last 70 Years 
since the Founding of the People’s Republic of China
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Fig.1 Guangzhou’s GDP 2013-2019
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(GDP) for successive years. In 2019, China’s 

economic aggregate exceeded 14.35 

trillion USD. China has gradually become an 

important engine driving world economic 

growth. Since 2013, China’s contribution to 

world economic growth has been around 30%, 

ranking first in the world. China’s development 

has made great contributions to the world’s 

cause of poverty reduction. Over the past 40 

years, China has lifted over 700 million people 

out of poverty, contributing over 70% to 

global poverty reduction. In 2019, China’s per 

capita GDP reached 10,276 USD, exceeding 

10,000 USD for the first time. China’s total 

population is 1.4 billion, bringing the global 

population of countries with per capita GDP 

above 10,000 USD to nearly 3 billion.

Over the past 70 years, Guangzhou has 

promoted reform and development through 

opening-up, and its economic strength has 

continued to grow. The GDP of the region 

increased from 43.2 million USD in the early 

days of the People’s Republic of China to 

342.52 billion USD  in 2019. Guangzhou is one 

of the most developed, active and open cities 

in China, accounting for about 22% of the total 

economic aggregate of Guangdong Province. 

According to the World Bank’s latest world 

GDP ranking, Guangzhou ranks 38th among 

the world’s economies, roughly the same as 

Denmark. Since 2013, even though under 

the pressure of China’s overall economic 

slowdown, Guangzhou’s economy has shown 

resilience and vitality. The GDP growth rate of 

the region has remained stable, at around 7% 

annually.
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1.2 Center City of Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao 
Greater Bay Area

GBA, consisting of 9 cities in the Pearl River Delta, 

Hong Kong and Macao, is one of the regions 

with the strongest comprehensive strength, 

the highest degree of openness and the most 

dynamic economy in China. In 2019, the Outline 

Development Plan for the Guangdong-Hong 

Kong-Macao Greater Bay Area was published, 

identifying Hong Kong, Macao, Guangzhou and 

Shenzhen as the four center cities of the region.

The development of GBA is mirrored by three 

famous bay areas in the world, namely, New York 

Bay Area, San Francisco Bay Area and Tokyo Bay 

Area. In 2019, the economic aggregate of GBA 

reached about 1.68 trillion USD, accounting for 

about 11.6% of China’s total GDP. With its strong 

economic strength and outstanding regional 

competitiveness, GBA is now well equipped 

to build itself into a world-class bay area and 

a world-class city cluster. Oxford Economics 

predicts that by 2035, the employment volume 

of GBA will be 10 times that of the San Francisco 

Bay Area, and its economic aggregate will surpass 

that of the San Francisco Bay Area.

Among cities in South China, Guangzhou has 

the most developed manufacturing and service 

industries and the most complete categories, 

and the structure of its industrial system is 

highly modernized. In 2019, the proportion 

of the three industries is 1.06:27.32:71.62. 

Automobile manufacturing, electronic products 

manufacturing and petrochemical manufacturing 

constitute the three pillar industries of 

Guangzhou. The automobile output of Guangzhou 

accounts for about 10.7% of China’s automobile 

output. In 2019, Guangzhou’s automobile output 

reached 2.92 million, ranking first among all cities 

in China. Guangzhou’s industries have the quality 

of integrating new technology. There are more 

than 11,000 high-tech enterprises in Guangzhou 

and it is ranked 25th among the global Top 50 

Nature Index 2019 Science Cities.

Guangzhou is a typical service-oriented city 

economy. As early as 1957, the China Import and 

Export Fair (Canton Fair), known as the first and 

foremost platform to promote China's foreign 

trade, was established in Guangzhou. In 2019, 

Guangzhou’s service industry accelerated its 

development, with the added value of the tertiary 

industry reaching 245.32 billion USD, up 7.5% 

year on year. The favorable business environment 

enables local enterprises to thrive. For example, 

GAC Group, China Southern Power Grid, Cedar 

Holdings, etc., have been listed Global 500; 

WeChat has become the world’s third largest 

social software in terms of the number of active 

users; and Vipshop has become the third largest 

e-commerce platform in China.
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As one of the core cities of GBA and a 

national center city, Guangzhou is the 

best bridge that links GBA, the mainland 

hinterland and the world it serves. 

According to the Outline Development 

Plan for the Guangdong-Hong Kong-

Macao Greater Bay Area, Guangzhou 

should give full play to its leading role as 

a national center city and comprehensive 

gateway hub, comprehensively enhance its 

functions as an international commercial 

and trade center and comprehensive 

transport hub, cultivate and improve 

its function as a science, technology, 

education and culture center, and strive to 

build itself into an international metropolis.

Guangzhou has provided strong support for 

the development of GBA, such as speeding 

up the construction of major cooperation 

platforms, namely the Guangdong-Hong 

Kong Industrial Park and the Guangdong-

Portuguese speaking countries (PSC) 

Industrial Park; and encouraging 

institutions in Hong Kong and Macao to 

become partners in the inter-governmental 

science and technology innovation 

cooperation framework, highlighting its 

role as the promoter in the field of science 

and technology innovation.

 1 

Remarks: 1. Calculated based on 2015 constant price
                   2. Calculated based on output per thousand workers and 2015 constant price
                                                                                                                Source: Oxford Economics

Tab. 1 Comparison between GBA and San Francisco Bay Area of 2019 and 2035 
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1.3 Important Hub City in the Belt and Road 
Initiative

Guangzhou is the birthplace, an important port 

of departure and a center port of the Maritime 

Silk Road. During the Southern and Northern 

Dynasties (420-589AD), Guangzhou was an 

international trade center of the east. During the 

Tang Dynasty (618-907AD), Guangzhou became 

the largest port in China’s foreign trade and the 

largest port in the east of the world. The shipping 

route from Guangzhou to the Persian Gulf and 

North African countries via the South China Sea 

and the Indian Ocean was called the “Road from 

Guangzhou to Overseas”, which was the longest 

ocean shipping route in the world and the most 

important overseas transport route in China at 

that time. During the Song and Yuan Dynasties 

(960-1368AD), Guangzhou was also an important 

maritime trade center. During the Ming and Qing 

Dynasties (14th-19th centuries), Guangzhou was 

the only treaty port in China and a world trade 

center of the oriental world.

In Guangzhou, Chinese and western cultures have 

been integrated with each other for thousands 

of years. Guangzhou is one of the important 

missionary places of Buddhism in China. 

Protestantism and Islam were also introduced 

into China through Guangzhou. Italian missionary 

Matteo Ricci sailed to Guangzhou on a Portuguese 

merchant ship, embarking on a decades-long 

journey of cultural exchange and belief spreading 

in China. The establishment of the Boji Hospital 

marks the beginning of modern western medicine 

development in China. Westerners founded and 

issued a number of 
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Guangzhou Baiyun International Airport is 

the third largest international aviation hub in 

China and the civil aviation traffic center in 

South China. In December 2019, the annual 

passenger throughput of the airport exceeded 

70 million, listed in the global “70 million 

passenger club”, ranking the 11th in passenger 

throughput of the world’s airports. Currently, 

Guangzhou Baiyun International Airport 

is speeding up the third-phase expansion 

project, which is expected to be basically 

completed by 2025. The third phase of the 

expansion project, including the third terminal 

and the fourth and fifth runways, is designed 

to meet the demands of 120 million passenger 

throughput, 3.8 million tons of annual cargo 

and mail throughput and 775,000 aircraft 

movements in 2030. It is the final project for 

Guangzhou Baiyun International Airport to 

build a world-class hub.

1.4 International Aviation Hub

the earliest Chinese and English newspapers 

in Guangzhou, making China’s earliest public 

media born. The exchanges between China and 

the west in Guangzhou played a vital role in the 

initiation of China’s modernization.

In the new era, Guangzhou continues to 

undertake the important mission of carrying 

out foreign trade and cultural exchanges. After 

the Belt and Road Initiative was put forward, 

Guangzhou definitely becomes one of the 

main cities of the country making contributions 

to the Belt and Road Initiative. Guangzhou 

published the Three-year Action Plan for 

Advancing the Belt and Road Initiative (2018-

2020), proposing that it will vigorously build 

itself into an international shipping center, 

logistics center, trade center, modern financial 

service center and national innovation center 

city, strengthen the function of hub network 

city, actively promote international cooperation 

with countries along the Belt and Road, and 

provide a full range of resource and support for 

the deepening cooperation of the initiative.

Guangzhou Port in Qing Dynasty
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Tab.2 The World’s Top 15 Airports by Passenger Throughput in 2019

Passenger 

throughput in 2019 

(million)

Ranking 

in 2019

Airport Year-on-year 

growth rate in 

2019 (%)

City

01

02

03

04

05

06

07

08

09

10

11

12

13

14

15

110531

100011

88068

86397

85106

84397

80881

76171

76148

75067

73386

71707

71538

71170

70556

2.90

-1.00

0.60

-3.10

-2.30

1.40

1.00

5.40

2.90

8.60

5.30

0.90

-4.20

4.30

1.50

Atlanta International Airport

Beijing Capital International Airport

Los Angeles International Airport

Dubai International Airport

Tokyo Haneda International Airport

O’Hare International Airport

London Heathrow International Airport

Paris Charles De Gaulle Airport

Shanghai Pudong International Airport

Dallas Fort Worth International Airport

Guangzhou Baiyun International Airport

Amsterdam Airport Schiphol

Hong Kong International Airport

Incheon International Airport

Frankfurt Airport

Atlanta

Beijing

Los Angeles

Dubai 

Tokyo

Chicago

London

Paris

Shanghai

Dallas

Guangzhou

Amsterdam

Hong Kong

Seoul

Frankfurt

In 2019, Guangzhou Baiyun International 

Airport has a route network covering more 

than 230 destinations around the world, 

with more than 300 routes. Among them, 

the international route network covers 

94 destinations around the world, with a 

total of 166 routes. It forms a “4-hour air 

traffic circle” with major cities in China and 

Southeast Asia, and a “12-hour air traffic 

circle” with major cities around the world.
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1.5 International Shipping Hub

The Port in Guangzhou, located in the important 

Eurasian and Pacific sea-land junction, with 

perfect main international container port, and 

molten iron transport, water transport and 

river and ocean combined transport system, 

is an important international shipping hub 

connecting GBA and Africa, Mediterranean 

and Asia. It ranks 16th in the world in the 2019 

Xinhua-Baltic Exchange International Shipping 

Center Development Index.

In 2019, the cargo throughput of the Port in 

 1 

Relying on Guangzhou Baiyun International 

Airport and the hinterland of the Pearl River 

Delta, which is a world-famous manufacturing 

and import and export base, Guangzhou 

strives to improve the status of international 

aviation hub by developing airport economic 

industries. Guangzhou Airport Economy 

Demonstration Zone has formed aviation 

maintenance and manufacturing, aviation 

logistics, cross-border e-commerce, general 

aviation, aircraft leasing, aviation headquarters 

and other six industrial clusters, with an 

average growth rate of 14.21% from 2014 to 

2019 in terms of the number of introduced 

enterprises. According to the Annual Report 

on Airport Economic Development of China 

(2019), Guangzhou’s airport high-quality 

development coordination index ranks 1st 

among the airport economy demonstration 

zones of the country.

Fig. 2 International Destinations of Guangzhou Baiyun International Airport
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Guangzhou actively expands the functions 

of an international shipping hub by carrying 

out international shipping cooperation. 

In 2019, the Port in Guangzhou added 2 

overseas offices in Vietnam and Cambodia, 

with 6 overseas offices in total, which further 

promotes overseas marketing and promotion 

of the port. The Port in Guangzhou has 8 

new international friendship ports in 2019, 

and has established friendly and strategic 

cooperative relations with a total of 53 

international ports.

Fig.3 World Container Throughput Ranking in 2019

Source: Chinaports.com

Guangzhou was 625 million tons, with a year-

on-year growth of 12.28%; and the container 

throughput of the Port in Guangzhou was 

23.223 million TEU, with a year-on-year growth 

of 5.93%. The cargo and container throughput 

of the Port in Guangzhou were among the top 

5 in the world. In 2019, the Port in Guangzhou 

added 8 new container foreign trade liner 

routes, a total of 217 routes, including 111 

foreign trade routes. The world’s top 21 liner 

companies have opened international routes 

with the Port in Guangzhou. Guangzhou 

Nansha International Cruise Home Port started 

operation in November 2019. With 9 routes to 

Hong Kong, Japan, Vietnam, the Philippines 

and 12 cruise destinations, it is one of the 

cruise ports with the most routes to Southeast 

Asia in China.
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2.1 Oxford Economics: Guangzhou Ranks No.9 in 2035 
by Economic Volume
Oxford Economics’ Global Cities Databank 

contains the development data of 780 largest 

urban regions in the world, which is a relatively 

comprehensive databank in the field of global 

cities research. According to the databank, 

Oxford Economics makes irregular forecasts 

of the economic development of cities around 

the world. The 2019 forecast shows a dramatic 

shift in the global economic landscape over the 

next 15 years. By 2035, 56 of the world’s top 

100 cities will be from Asia, 34 of them from 

China. If the world’s top 10 cities are measured 

by GDP, in 15 years’ time New York will still be 

number one, Paris will lag behind Shanghai and 

Beijing, and Boston and Washington will drop 

out of the top 10 to be replaced by Guangzhou 

and Shenzhen.

According to Oxford Economics, productivity 

Several authoritative global city evaluation agencies have updated the global city rankings in 2019. 

Guangzhou has made steady progress, and its status as a “First Tier Global City” has been further 

consolidated.

Guangzhou in the Global Cities 
Network

2
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Fig.4  Forecast: 10 Largest Cities by GDP in 2035

Source: Oxford Economics

 2 

2.2 A.T. Kearney Global Cities Outlook: Guangzhou’s City 
Development Prospects are Improving

In 2008, A.T. Kearney launched the Global Cities 

Index, one of the earliest global cities rankings, 

which ranks the most competitive cities in the world 

based on 5 dimensions, namely, business activities, 

human capital, information exchanges, cultural 

experience and political affairs. Starting in 2015, 

A.T. Kearney added the Global Cities Outlook, which 

evaluates the future development potential of cities 

from 4 dimensions, including residents’ happiness, 

economic status, innovation and governance. The 

Global Cities Outlook is released at the same time as 

the Global Cities Index.

growth mainly depends on providing people with 

better living conditions and living environment, 

which requires more investment, more innovation 

and higher education investment. All of these 

factors depend on an open, export-oriented 

economic environment, that is, an innovation-

driven economic environment. Guangzhou does 

a good job in providing a sound environment for 

economic development. The rapid development 

of the tertiary industry and the constant increase 

of labor force will become the advantages of 

Guangzhou’s economic development in the 

future. Its location in GBA will also accelerate the 

development of Guangzhou.
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Global Cities Index 2019 included 130 

cities. Guangzhou ranks 71st, close to the 

rankings of Johannesburg, Caracas, Nairobi, 

St. Petersburg, Nagoya, Phoenix and other 

national capital cities or large national 

economic centers. Guangzhou’s rankings 

are basically the same in the past five years.

Global Cities Outlook 2019 forecasts the 

future development potential of cities by 

2029. Guangzhou ranks 65th, up 11 places 

from 2015 to 2019, and 14th as the most 

improved city in the world. Guangzhou’s 

relative ranking gap with Hong Kong, Beijing, 

Seoul, Kuala Lumpur and other leading cities 

has been further narrowed, and its leading 

edge over Bangkok, Jakarta and other cities 

has been further expanded, showing that 

Guangzhou has a good prospect for future 

development.

 2 

Fig.5 Guangzhou and Major Asian Cities in the Global Cities Outlook

Source: Global Cities Outlook 2015-2019
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2.3 Innovation CitiesTM Index 2019: Guangzhou’s 
Ranking Goes up 39 Places

The Innovation CitiesTM Index is launched on the 

basis of a database, which tracks development 

indexes of more than 1,500 cities, developed by 

2Thinknow, the world’s first professional think 

tank dedicated to research on “Innovation”. Since 

its first release in April 2007, the number of cities 

included in the Innovation CitiesTM Index has 

increased steadily, from 95 initially to 500 in 2016.

Guangzhou is one of the cities in China that 

have made great progress in the ranking of 

the Innovation CitiesTM Index in recent years, 

especially since 2016. Guangzhou was given the 

rating of “Innovation Hub City” in 2017. In 2019, 

Guangzhou rose further to 74th in the world, up 

39 places from the previous period. Guangzhou 

scored 45, very close to the levels of Hong Kong 

and Shenzhen. The gap between Guangzhou 

and the top cities in terms of comprehensive 

innovation competitiveness is getting smaller. 

According to the current development trend, 

Guangzhou is expected to become a “Core 

Innovation City” in the near future.

 2 

Fig.6 Major Asian Cities Ranking in Innovation CitiesTM Index
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Guangzhou’s financial influence in the 

world has been improved to a new level. 

Since 2017, the number of questionnaires 

received from financial professionals 

has doubled every year. By the 26 issue, 

the number of questionnaires received 

from other parts of the world exceeded 

56%, which reflects the global financial 

connection of Guangzhou enhanced 

remarkably. In the 26 issue of the report, 

Guangzhou’s rating rose from the former 

“Established International Financial 

Center” to “Global Specialists” in the same 

category as the leading city Shenzhen.

2.4 Global Financial Centers Index: Guangzhou as 
“Global Specialist”
The Global Financial Centers Index (GFCI), 

jointly compiled by Z/Yen Group and China 

Development Institute (CDI), is the most 

widely used evaluation system for financial 

center cities in the international financial 

industry. It is published annually in spring 

and autumn, and issued 25 and 26 in 2019. 

The 26 issue includes 104 cities. Guangzhou 

has been included in the list since the 21 

issue of 2017, ranking in the middle and 

upper reaches of the ranking of global 

financial centers and gradually rising to 

23rd in the 26 issue, maintaining the top 10 

in Asia.

 Fig.7 Major Asian Cities Ranking in Global Financial Centers Index
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The integration of Guangzhou’s technology and finance has unleashed the new vitality of the industries. 

Guangzhou ranked 4th in the Leading FinTech Centres, which was a new ranking released in the 26 issue.

Fig.8 The Leading FinTech Centres 2019

FrankfurtGuangzhou Singapore Tokyo Melbourne
ChicagoShanghai London Washington Chengdu

Beijing Shenzhen San Francisco Los Angeles Boston
New York Hong Kong Sydney Stuttgart Toronto

Tab.3 GFCI 26 Financial Center Profiles

Source: The Global Financial Centres Index 26

Global

International

Local

Broad & Deep               Relatively Broad        Relatively Deep         Emerging

Global Leaders                Global Diversified          Global Specialists             Global Contenders

14 Cities
(Abu Dhabi, Beijing, 

Dubai, HK, London, 

Melbourne, etc.)

10 Cities
(Amsterdam, 

Boston, Brussels, 

Dublin, Frankfurt, 

Madrid, etc.)

5 Cities
(Nur-Sultan, Dalian, 

Guangzhou, Qingdao, 

Shenzhen)

2 Cities
(Chengdu, 

Moscow)

Established Players       Local Diversified            Local Specialists         Evolving Centres

13 Cities
(Bahrain, Cyprus, 

Gibraltar, Isle of 

Man, Malta, etc.)

4 Cities
Calgary, Mexico 

Cities, Osaka, 

Wellington

7 Cities
(Budapest, Busan, 

Glasgow, Helsinki, 

Oslo, etc.)

10 Cities
(Baku, Cape 

Town, Kuwait City, 

Liechtenstein, 

Mauritius, etc.)

8 Cities
(Chicago, Edinburgh, 

Geneva, Hamburg, Los 

Angeles, Prague, etc.)

11 Cities
(Athens, Bangkok, 

Copenhagen, Istanbul, 

Kuala Lumpur, Lisbon, 

etc.)

10 Cities
(Almaty, Bahamas, 

Bermuda, Buenos 

Aires, Casablanca, 

Cayman Island, etc.)

10 Cities
(British Virgin Islands, 

Guernsey, Hangzhou, 

Jakarta, Jersey, 

Johannesburg, etc.)

Established 
International 

International 
Diversified

International 
Specialists 

International 
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2.5 PwC “Cities of Opportunity”: Guangzhou as an 
Important City in GBA
The “Cities of Opportunity” report, compiled 

by PwC in collaboration with the China 

Development Research Foundation (CDRF), is a 

ranking of the development of Chinese cities. 

Cities of Opportunity 2019 includes Hong Kong 

and Macao for the first time, bringing the total 

sample of cities to 38. Guangzhou ranked 4th 

after Beijing, Shanghai and Hong Kong. Cities in 

GBA has a prominent performance. Among the 

top 10 cities in the “regional important cities” 

dimension, cities in GBA occupies three places 

(Hong Kong ranking 3rd, Guangzhou 4th and 

Shenzhen 6th), with significant advantages. In 

terms of “transportation and urban planning”, five 

cities in GBA are listed top 10, which is closely 

related to the great efforts to build transportation 

infrastructure in GBA in recent years. The 

opening of the Guangzhou-Shenzhen-Hong Kong 

Express Rail Link and the Hong Kong-Zhuhai-

Macao Bridge (HZMB) are further enhancing the 

degree of integration between the mainland and 

Hong Kong and Macao, and the infrastructure will 

increasingly play the role of “hard connectivity”, 

narrowing the spatial and temporal distance 

among city clusters. The development of GBA 

will surely be more vigorous and powerful.

2.6 Guangzhou’s Performance in Global Cities Network：
First-tier Global City
Guangzhou has a strong economy, balanced 

development, and basically complete functions 

of a global city. It ranks well above the average in 

the comprehensive city index and holds a stable 

position as a first-tier global city. The above city 

ranking studies make roughly the same estimate 

on the functions of Guangzhou as a global city, 

that is, its economic size is the fundamental 

advantage of Guangzhou as a global city. In recent 

years, Guangzhou’s global network connectivity 

has been stepping into the tops globally. 

According to The World According to GaWC, 

which is based on global network connectivity, 

Guangzhou ranks 27th out of 374 cities in the 

world in 2018. Guangzhou ranks 13th in IESE 

Cities in Motion Index 2019 in terms of mobility 

and transportation. Guangzhou has become an 

important global node with international influence 

and a regional center, playing an important role 

in connecting China’s economy with the global 

economy. Guangzhou has vigorously implemented 

the strategy of innovation-driven development, 

fostered and introduced world-class innovative 

industrial clusters and world-class enterprises in 

the new generation of information technology, 

artificial intelligence, biomedicine (IAB), new 

energy, new materials (NEM) and other strategic 

emerging industries, significantly improving its 

scientific and technological innovation capacity. 

The development of the financial sector has also 

accelerated significantly. In 2019, the financial 

sector in Guangzhou accounted for over 8% of 

GDP, making Guangzhou one of the most active 

regions in direct financing in China. With these 

advantages, Guangzhou plays a better role as a 

hub in global resource allocation and spatial flow 

of production factors among global cities. The 

fact that Guangzhou has a bright development 

prospect has been unanimously recognized by 

international institutions.



CHAPTER  GUANGZHOU  2020 GUANGZHOU  2020 CHAPTER  

16 17

 3 

3.1 A City with Prosperous Foreign Trade
In 2019, the international community faces 

a complex and volatile economic and trade 

situation. As anti-globalization continues to 

heat up and expand its scope of influence, 

economic risks have entered a period of high 

incidence. However, Guangzhou’s foreign trade 

bucked the trend and achieved positive growth 

in foreign trade for the whole year, with a total 

of 144.90 billion USD. The proportion of import 

and export tends to be balanced, with the total 

export amount reaching 76.22 billion USD and 

the total import amount 68.68 billion USD. 

Guangzhou’s growth rate of import ranks the 

first among cities in China.

The EU remained Guangzhou’s largest trading 

partner, with imports and exports to the EU 

reaching 23.76 billion USD, up 13.7% year on 

year. ASEAN became Guangzhou’s second 

largest trading partner, with imports and 

With a history of thousands of years in foreign trade, Guangzhou is known as a “capital of commerce for 

thousands of years”. Nowadays, Guangzhou has become a popular destination for international trade and 

investment because of its geographical location and favorable business environment.

International Trade Center and Preferred 
Destination for FDI

3
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Tab.4 Guangzhou Import and Export Trade Sub-market 2019 (Unit: billion USD, %)

Total -6.2

0.9

-5.2

-5.9

-15.7

-10.0

-4.3

12.7

30.0

12.4

21.7

-18.7

19.2

11.1

2.0

13.7

1.6

15.1

-16.8

-8.9

2.7

144.90

23.76

19.12

17.33

15.82

11.11

57.77

76.22

11.85

10.91

3.40

10.04

10.55

29.48

68.68

11.91

8.21

13.93

5.78

0.56

28.29

EU 
(28 countries) 

ASEAN      
(10 countries)

Japan

United States

Hong Kong SAR, China 

Others

Export      Import    Imports and exports            Export        Import    Imports and exports

Current year cumulative  (billion USD) Year on year growth (%)(Region) Country

Source: Guangzhou Municipal Commerce Bureau

3.2 A City of International Consumption

The rapid development of foreign trade is derived 

from the flourishing of local commerce. Guangzhou 

is one of the major gathering places of China’s 

consumption resources, and the total retail value 

of consumer goods ranks 3rd in China for 31 

consecutive years. Total merchandise sales in 2019 

reached 1.03 trillion USD, an increase of 9.6%. Both 

traditional and new forms of consumption have 

unleashed tremendous vitality in Guangzhou.

Metropolitan Business District   Guangzhou Audience in Guangzhou’s Expo

exports to ASEAN reaching 19.11 billion USD, 

slightly up 1.6% year on year. Japan rose to be 

Guangzhou’s third largest trading partner, with 

imports and exports to Japan reaching 17.33 

billion USD, up 15.1% year on year. Growth in 

trade with these partners has partly offset 

the decline in trade with the US. Due to the 

negative impact of trade frictions between 

China and the US, imports and exports to the 

US was 15.82 billion USD, down 16.8%, and 

the US was down to the fourth place from the 

second in 2018.
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has three metropolitan business districts 

(namely, Tianhe Road business district, Beijing 

Road business district, Shangxiajiu business 

district) and seven regional business districts, 

as well as a number of pedestrian shopping 

streets. Tianhe Road business district is 

the first business district in China to have a 

value of over a trillion CNY, known as “South 

China's first business district”. Tianhe Road 

business district is home to more than 70% of 

international brands in Guangzhou, where the 

only shops of 77 major domestic and foreign 

brands in Guangzhou are located. Beijing Road 

Cultural Tourism Area, the core area of Beijing 

Road business district, is the third place in 

China to be awarded the World’s Best Tourist 

Destination by the World Tourism Organization.

Exhibition Economy   Guangzhou is famous for 

its exhibitions. It is the host city of China Import 

and Export Fair (Canton Fair). In 2019, a total of 

10,704 exhibitions and conferences were held in 

21 key venues in Guangzhou, up 18.4% year on 

year. It received 15.25 million visitors, a year-on-

year increase of 13.6%, with a total exhibition area 

of 10.24 million square meters. Four exhibitions 

were listed in the top 100 of the 2019 World’s 

Leading Trade Fair, and China (Guangzhou) 

International Building Decoration Fair ranked 2nd. 

The prosperity of exhibition economy strongly 

promotes the gathering of global high-end 

elements in Guangzhou.

Nighttime Economy   As one of the commercial 

activity forms of modern city, “nighttime 

economy” refers to the business activities in 

the service industry, such as evening shopping, 

catering, tourism, entertainment, learning, film 

and television, and leisure, which take place 

from 6pm to 6am the next day. Guangzhou sees 

its nighttime economy booming. According 

to statistics, more than 110 thousand catering 

businesses, 12 museums, 1,400 bars, 220 

cinemas and 39.1 thousand convenience stores 

are still opening from 6pm to 6am the next 

day. The nighttime turnover in some 24-hour 

convenience stores even contribute to 90% 

of the total. Also, Guangzhou has the largest 

number of bus running during nighttime among 

cities in the country. The flagship brand of 

Guangzhou nighttime tourism – Pearl River 

Night Cruise is the most popular nighttime 

tourism project in China. In 2019, Guangzhou 

issued the Implementation Plan for Promoting 

Night Economic Development of Guangzhou, 

Pearl River Night Cruise

proposing to build an internationally 

renowned economic brand named “Night 

in Guangzhou”. By 2022, there will be 13 

nationally renowned business districts 

and 30 economic clusters, and the night 

economic development of Guangzhou will 

enter a new era.
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Guangzhou is committed to building itself as the 

first choice for global investment. The business 

environment 3.0 reform was launched in January 

2020 to accelerate the improvement of the 

business environment.

In 2019, Guangzhou was named the first choice 

investment destination among 35 cities in 

China’s mainland for the second year in a row 

by the American Chamber of Commerce in 

South China (AmCham South China). AmCham 

South China’s annual White Paper on the 

Business Environment in China and Special 

Report on the State of Business in South China 

have been regarded as important channel for 

foreign investors to observe China’s business 

environment. The 2019 white paper and report 

were based on valid questionnaires from 240 

enterprises from the United States, China, the 

European Union, Japan, South Korea, Australia, 

New Zealand, Canada, Southeast Asia and 

other countries and regions. In December 

2019, the Chinese Academy of Social Sciences 

(CASS) released A Survey Report on China’s 

3.3 Improve Business Environment to Create a 
Preferred Destination for Global Investment

On December 6, 2019 at the 2nd World Eco-
Design Conference (WEDC), Guangzhou 
was awarded the honorary title of 
global “Customization City” by the 
United Nations Industrial Development 
Organization (UNIDO), signifying that 
Guangzhou’s customization industry, as 
a representative of advanced intelligent 
manufacturing and service industries, has 
been highly concerned and recognized 
by the international community. In 
recent years, Guangzhou has taken the 
lead in the customization industries of 
home furnishing, automobile, clothing, 
household appliances and others in the 
world. There is a saying that “China 
is the center of global customization, 
and Guangzhou is the center of Chinese 
customization”. In January 2020, 
Guangzhou issued the Three-year Action 
Plan for Promoting the Development of 

Global Customization City

Screenshot: Customized Car Interface 
in GAC New Energy APP

large-scale personalized Customization 
Industry and Building a Customization 
City (2020-2022), which is committed 
to establishing a new name card of 
“Customization City” and enhancing 
the global influence of Guangzhou’s 
customization industry.
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Guangzhou Development District is awarded 2019 Investment Promotion 
Agency Observer by the United Nations

In November 2019, during the Roundtable 
on Investment in Sustainable Development 
(RISD) hosted by the United Nations 
Conference on Trade and Development 
(UNCTAD), Guangzhou Development District 
was awarded 2019 Investment Promotion 
Award. This is the second time in nine years 
that Guangzhou Development District has 
been awarded by UNCTAD.

The “Investment Promotion 4.0” mode 
of Guangzhou Development District is 
favored by multinational enterprises. With 
resource allocation as the core, it carries 
out project planning, resource integration, 
market assistance and professional services 
for industries with their characteristics. 
Guangzhou Development District is home 
to more than 60,000 Chinese and foreign 
enterprises and over 170 projects of Global 
500. AstraZeneca, ABB, General Electric, 
Honda, Siemens, Carl Zeiss Meditec, 
Procter & Gamble, Amway, Pepsi and other 
enterprises have invested here. In 2018, 

the actual utilized foreign investment in 
Guangzhou Development District reached 
2.28 billion USD, ranking the top three 
in China’s development districts for five 
consecutive years.

Guangzhou Development District

Business Environment and Evaluation of Private 

Entrepreneurs, in which Guangzhou ranks first 

among 34 major cities in China. This report 

uses the data of National Business Environment 

and Private Entrepreneurs Evaluation Index 

Survey. Based on the subjective evaluation of 

the current business environment by private 

entrepreneurs, the report studies and analyzes 

the current situation, improvement and 

existing problems of the business environment 

of 34 major cities in China, and puts forward 

corresponding countermeasures and 

suggestions.

Up to now, Guangzhou has introduced nearly 

40,000 foreign direct investment enterprises, 

and the total amount of foreign capital actually 

used has exceeded 100 billion USD. The total 

number of the Global 500 enterprises settled 

in Guangzhou has
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reached 306, which fully demonstrates that 

Guangzhou has a good business environment 

and is a preferred destination for international 

investment.

In 2019, 3,446 foreign direct investment 

enterprises were newly aproved in Guangzhou, 

with a total of 1,110 investment projects. The 

actual use of foreign capital reached 7.14 

billion USD, up 8.1% year on year. 3,280 new 

foreign-invested enterprises were established 

in the service sector, up 40.8% year on year, 

accounting for 95.2% of the total. Actual utilized 

foreign capital in the service sector reached 5.26 

billion USD, up 44.5% year on year, accounting 

for 73.6% of the total.

In 2019, the top five countries (regions) in actual 

use of foreign investment in Guangzhou were 

Hong Kong, South Korea, Japan, Singapore and 

the British Virgin Islands. Hong Kong remained 

the largest source of actually used foreign 

capital, with the amount reaching 4,622 million 

USD, up 14.4% year on year, accounting for 

64.7% of the city’s total actually used foreign 

capital. The actual investment of the Belt and 

Road countries and regions in Guangzhou 

reached 327 million USD, up 19.9% year on year.

 3 

Tab.5 Top 10 Regions by FDI in Guangzhou 2019
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-1
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Foreign Capital 
Actually Used

Enterprises  

Number Year on 
year (%)

Amount 
(million USD)

Year on 
year (%)

Amount 
(million USD)

Year on 
year (%)
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Fig.9 Major Projects of Global 500 Introduced in Guangzhou 2019

Evergrande’s 
new energy 
automobile 
industry base 
settled in 
Guangzhou

LG’s OLED 
project went 
into production

Siemens’s 
first digital 
transformer 
factory in the 
world started 
construction

The international 
hospital 
developed and 
co-managed by 
Wanda Group 
and University 
of Pittsburgh 
Medical Center 
in Guangzhou 
started 
construction

GE’s offshore 
wind power 
operation and 
development 
center settled 
in Guangzhou

AstraZeneca’s 
regional 
headquarters 
in South China 
settled in 
Guangzhou

Merck’s 
innovation 
center in 
Guangdong 
was put into 
use

June 2019 August 2019 November 2019

January 2019 July 2019 November 2019 November 2019
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Category New enterprises
 (institutions)

Agreed Investment from China

Amount
 (million USD)

Proportion 
(%)

Year on 
year(%)

Source: Guangzhou Municipal Commerce Bureau

Total

  Asia

    Hong Kong SAR, China

    Vietnam

  Africa

  Europe

  Latin-America

  North America

      United States

  Oceania

      Australia

190

139

87

5

6
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1

23
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5

4

1832
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100
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31.6
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15.1

2.7

 2.7

0.4

0.1

Tab.6 Guangzhou’s Outbound Investment Destinations

3.4 Outbound Investment on the Rise

In 2019, Guangzhou added 190 enterprises 

(institutions) with overseas investment, up 

15.2%. The agreed investment from China 

was 1,832 million USD, down 15.0% year on 

year. Outbound direct investment was 1,547 

million USD, down 10.1% year on year. In 

recent years, although the investment volume 

is fluctuating, the number of new enterprises 

continues to grow, and the scale effect of 

“going global” will be further released.

Guangzhou’s outbound investment 

destinations are mainly in Asia. It invested in 

139 projects in Asia, accounting for 73.16%. 

The agreed investment from China was 

1,199 million USD, accounting for 65.44%. 

The Belt and Road market has brought new 

development opportunities. Guangzhou has 

invested in 44 enterprises (institutions) in 

countries along the Belt and Road, with an 

increase of 29.4% compared with 2018; the 

amount of Chin’s agreed investment reached 

451 million USD, accounting for 24.6% of 

China’s agreed investment in the same 

period.

The tertiary industry received most of 

Guangzhou’s outbound investment. In 2019, 

there were 149 new enterprises invested 

overseas in the tertiary industry, and the agreed 

investment from China in the industry reached 

1,176 million USD, accounting for 64.2% of 

the total. Among them, 40 more enterprises 

invested overseas in information technology 

 3 
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and modern service industries, with the agreed 

investment from China reaching 544 million 

USD, an increase of 1,302 times year on year; 

and 18 more enterprises in leasing and business 

services, with the agreed investment from China 

reaching 338 million USD, up 57.1% year on year.

Jizan Economic City, Saudi Arabia

In 2016, Guangzhou Development District, 
Yinchuan Economic and Technological 
Development Zone (YETDZ) and Saudi 
Aramco set up a joint venture to jointly build 
the China-Saudi Arabia Jizan Economic City 
production capacity cooperation project in 
Saudi Arabia to promote production capacity 
cooperation between the two countries.

In January 2019, The China-Saudi Arabia 
Silk Road Industrial Service Co., Ltd., 
a joint venture in which Guangzhou 
enterprises have a stake, was formally 
established, serving as the investment 
service and investment attraction platform 
for Jizan Economic City and even the whole 
Saudi Arabia, and providing services to 
enterprises investing in Saudi Arabia. 
There has been one production capacity 
cooperation project between China and 
Saudi Arabia, and more than 40 projects 
under discussion or in reserve. The Pan-Asia 
Saudi Arabia petrochemical and chemical 
fiber integration project, which Guangzhou 
participated, is the first production capacity 
cooperation project between China and 
Saudi Arabia. On January 19, 2020, Science 
City (Guangzhou) Investment Group Co., Ltd. 

and Guangzhou Pan-Asia Saudi Co., Ltd. 
signed a strategic cooperation framework 
agreement to establish a joint venture Pan-
Asia SCI Group (Saudi Arabia) Co., Ltd. 
This project has been included in the list 
of important achievements of China-Saudi 
Arabia cooperation in 2019 by the Saudi 
government. The first phase is expected 
to be officially put into operation by the 
end of October 2020. Guided by the project 
construction, it will drive upstream and 
downstream enterprises and supporting 
enterprises in the industrial chain to form 
cluster development, and promote the 
development of Guangzhou’s industries to 
the medium-high end of the international 
value chain.
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4.1 Understanding China Guangzhou Conference

The Understanding China Guangzhou 

Conference was held in Guangzhou from 

October 26 to 27, 2019. Chinese President 

Xi Jinping met with foreign guests of the 

conference at the Great Hall of the People on 

October 25. He sent a congratulatory letter 

to the conference, stressing that he hopes 

countries will strengthen exchanges with 

China and enhance mutual understanding and 

recognition between China and the rest of the 

world.

With the theme of “New Globalization and 

China’s New Round of Reform and Opening-

Up”, the conference consists of 8 sessions 

on the global economic outlook, the Belt and 

Road cooperation, digital economy, financial 

openness, business environment, national 

In 2019, Guangzhou hosted 69 important international conventions, exhibitions, competitions and 

festivals, which will promote the comprehensive upgrading of the functions of Guangzhou as an 

international communication platform in various fields and promote Guangzhou to become the venue 

for major international events.

International high-end communication 
platform

4

 4 
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governance system and modernization of 

governance and other important issues. The 

conference has also specially set up Roundtable 

of World’s Bay Area Mayors, inviting mayors of 

world-renowned bay area cities to share bay 

area development experience. Hundreds of 

guests from 17 countries and regions attended 

the conference. On this important platform 

for exchange of ideas with the theme of 

understanding China, many of the guests highly 

recognized China’s contribution in globalization 

and expressed their expectation that China 

will continue to add impetus to an open world 

economy. As China’s “southern gate” to the 

world and the forefront of reform and opening 

up, Guangzhou has provided a valuable window 

for the world to understand the theme of the 

times, namely, “China’s reform and opening-up 

will never stop”. The conference have also left 

behind “global wisdom” in Guangzhou.

4.2  2019 Imperial Springs International Forum

The Imperial Springs International Forum is an 

international conference co-sponsored by the 

Chinese People’s Association for Friendship 

with Foreign Countries (CPAFFC) and the 

Australia China Friendship and Exchange 

Association (ACFEA). Held in Conghua, 

Guangzhou annually, it is an important 

platform for non-governmental diplomacy 

and international exchanges in China. Since 

its inception in 2015, the forum has been 

held for five times with the aim of discussing 

world peace, economic development, cultural 

exchanges and other important issues, building 

consensus, successfully promoting regional 

and global cooperation.

From December 1 to 2, 2019, the 2019 Imperial 

Springs International Forum was held at the 

International Convention Center at Imperial 

Springs in Guangzhou. Vice President of the 

People’s Republic of China Wang Qishan 

was invited to attend the opening ceremony 

and deliver a speech. Chinese President Xi 

Jinping met with foreign guests attending 

the forum at the Great Hall of the People on 

December 3, 2019, stressing once again that 

countries should shoulder their responsibilities, 

engage in constructive dialogue, persist in 

seeking common ground while reserving 

difference, adhere to multilateralism and play 

a positive role in achieving the grand goal of 

building a community with a shared future for 

mankind. With the theme of “Multilateralism 

and Sustainable Development”, the forum 

organized three conference discussions, 

four parallel discussions and a number of 

thematic exchanges on hot topics such as 

“70 Years of Diplomacy since the Founding 

of the People’s Republic of China” and “2030 

Sustainable Development Agenda”. More than 

260 foreign former dignitaries, former heads 

of international organizations, Chinese and 

foreign entrepreneurs, experts and scholars 

attended the discussions and meetings. The 

forum adopted the Imperial Springs Declaration, 

appealing to governments, parliaments, civil 

society networks, academia, think tanks, 

private sectors and social media platforms to 

join together to support the United Nations 75 

Initiative, strengthen multilateralism and global 

cooperation, and advance the building of a 

new international order. Through the forum, the 

international community observes China from 

different perspectives, exchange wisdom on 

global governance, and work together to build a 

peaceful, inclusive and sustainable future order.

 4 



CHAPTER  GUANGZHOU  2020 GUANGZHOU  2020 CHAPTER  

28 29

4.3 Asian Cuisine Festival

In 2019, China held the Conference on Dialogue 

of Asian Civilizations. Under the theme of 

“exchanges and mutual learning among Asian 

civilizations and a community with a shared 

future”, the conference aims to carry forward 

the brilliant achievements of civilizations in 

Asia and other countries, build a platform 

for mutual learning and mutual development 

of civilizations, enhance Asian cultural self-

confidence, promote Asian cooperation and 

mutual trust, build development consensus 

among Asian countries, stimulate the vitality of 

Asian innovation, and provide spiritual support 

for the construction of the Asian community 

of common destiny and the community with a 

shared future for mankind.

As an important part of the Conference on 

Dialogue of Asian Civilizations, the  2019 

Guangzhou Asian Cuisine Festival was 

successfully held from May 16 to 23, 2019. 

Under the theme of “share Asian food culture, 

promote exchanges and mutual learning among 

civilizations”, the festival focuses on not only 

tasting the fantastic food from Guangzhou 

and other Asian cities, but more importantly 

successfully creating an international event of 

cultural exchanges. Guangzhou Asian Cuisine 

Festival gathered representatives of Asian 

country consulates in Guangzhou, food industry 

leaders in China and other countries, cultural 

celebrities and other guests of more than a 

thousand. Attendees use food culture as a 

starting point, to discuss the way of exchanges 

and development among Asian civilizations. 

22 Asian country consulates in Guangzhou 

jointly established the linkage mechanism of 

host countries of the Asian Cuisine Festival 

and the strategic alliance for the development 

of Asian food and culture industries has been 

established. These two achievements were 

included in the outcome list of the Conference 

on Dialogue of Asian Civilizations. Japan, 

South Korea, Thailand, India, Indonesia, Iran 

and Nepal took turns to hold the “host country 

day”, on which countries combined music, 

dance, cartoons, speeches and other forms 

to showcase their own cuisines. Guangzhou 

also built a 10-kilometer “Asian Food Culture 

Corridor” on both sides of the Pearl River, 

presenting Asian food culture through a light 

show, an over-water Asian food restaurant, 

cultural and an artistic performance under the 

theme of “Our Asia, Our city”, etc. to achieve the 

original intention of realizing mutual learning 

among Asian civilizations and connecting 

peoples’ hearts. In so doing, Guangzhou fully 

displays itself as a city with diverse cuisines.

 4 

Poster of Asian Cuisin Festival (Guanghzou)
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4.4  2019 World Ports Conference

Initiated by the International Association of Ports and 

Harbors (IAPH), the World Port Conference is held 

every two years and 31 sessions has been held so far. 

Representatives of well-known ports and shipping 

organizations from all over the world will be invited to 

attend the conference. It is honored as the “Olympic 

Games” of the international port and navigation 

industry and plays a vital role in promoting the 

economic development of the port and navigation 

industry and the cooperation among port cities.

The 31st World Ports Conference was successfully 

held in Guangzhou from May 6 to 10, 2019. This 

is the second time the conference was held by a 

Chinese city after it was held in Shanghai in 2005. 

Under the theme of “Ports and Cities – Open 

Cooperation, Shared Future”, nearly 1,200 delegates 

from more than 50 countries and regions attended 

the conference, 307 of them from abroad. The 

attendance was the largest ever. Representatives 

from the world’s port and shipping circles and 

economic circles have contributed their wisdom 

and solutions to the future trend of world economy 

and trade, the new driving forces of the Belt and 

Road Initiative, regional economic development of 

China’s ports, and frontier issues of shipping and 

port logistics industry, etc. During the conference, 

Port of Guangzhou signed (renewed) friendship 

port agreements with 8 international ports, and 

signed the strategic cooperation framework 

agreements on “Green Ports” and “5G Port 

Innovation Center in GBA” with relevant port and 

waterway enterprises. The World Ports Conference 

comprehensively showcased to the international 

community Guangzhou’s outstanding achievements 

in economic and social development, construction 

of an international shipping hub, and opening up 

and cooperation with the outside world, making 

Guangzhou highly concerned and widely praised by 

the international community.

4.5 The 125th and the 126th Canton Fair
China Import and Export Fair, also known 

as Canton Fair, has been held in Guangzhou 

every spring and autumn since 1957. It is a 

comprehensive international trade fair in China 

with the longest history, the largest scale, the 

most complete commodity categories, the 

largest number of purchasers from the most 

widely distributed countries and regions, the best 

transaction effect, and the best reputation.

The 125th and 126th Canton Fairs were held in April 

and October 2019 respectively. Each of them 

attracted more than 600 enterprises from nearly 

40 countries and regions and about 190,000 

buyers from more than 210 countries and regions. 

Among them, 107 of the world’s top 250 retail 

enterprises participated in the 126th session, and 

5 of them ranked among the top 10 in the world. 

In the two sessions, high-tech and high-quality 

products were sought after, and the volume of 

mechanical and electrical products ranked first. 

Innovative products such as transparent TVs, 

Internet-of-things refrigerators, smart central 

air conditioners and intelligent butler robots 

have emerged. The quality of products has been 

significantly improved, demonstrating to the world 

the latest achievements in the transformation and 

upgrading of Chinese manufacturing.

At present, the Canton Fair is building a smart 

venue driven by 5G technology, improving the 

level of Guangzhou’s international exhibition by 

 4 
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4.6  2019 Guangdong 21st Century Maritime Silk Road 
International Expo

Founded in 2014, Guangdong 21st Century 

Maritime Silk Road International Expo (MSRE) has 

gradually developed into an influential exhibition 

platform in countries and regions along the Belt 

and Road and established an international image 

of “doing business and carrying out cooperation 

in Guangdong”.

The expo and theme forum was held in 

Guangzhou from August 23 to 26, 2019. The 

number of participating countries, provinces and 

regions reached a record high. The exhibition 

area of 2019 MSRE was nearly 160,000 square 

meters, with about 8,000 booths and more than 

3,500 participating enterprises. The exhibition 

area of the Belt and Road countries was set up for 

the first time. More than 3,500 enterprises from 

92 countries participated in the expo. Under the 

theme of “high-level cooperation and high-quality 

development”, the theme forum consisted of a 

thematic conference and 6 sub-forums. 17 foreign 

dignitaries, former dignitaries and provincial 

and ministerial officials attended the thematic 

forum. Nearly 1,500 domestic and foreign guests 

from more than 40 countries discussed the 

development of GBA and the construction of the 

Belt and Road Initiative. Both the scale and level of 

the expo has reached a new high.

4.7  2019 Guangzhou Forum on Global Cities Research

Guangzhou Forum on Global Cities, organized 

by the Guangzhou Academy of Social Sciences 

with the support of the Metropolis Asia-Pacific 

Regional Secretariat (Guangzhou), is a well-

designed international forum and a major 

international academic activity held annually. 

It aims to promote in-depth dialogues and 

cooperation between global cities research 

institutions and experts, and becomes an 

important platform for international exchanges 

and cooperation in global cities research.

The 2019 Guangzhou Forum on Global Cities was 

held in Guangzhou on June 21. The conference 

included a keynote speech and three seminars 

under the themes of global cities evaluation and 

city future, global cities development strategy 

and practice, and GBA and cities cooperation. 

The Visual Image of the 127th Canton Fair

 4 

providing VR, AR equipment experience and 

other visual exhibition and sales means. Due to 

the COVID-19 outbreak, the 127th Canton Fair will 

be held online from June 15 to 24, 2020, free of 

exhibition fees. The technology of online smart 

venue will be applied to the Canton Fair for the 

first time on a large scale, as a practice of China 

to provide solutions to maintaining the stability 

of the global industrial chain and supply chain 

and promoting the development of world trade.
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Experts from the World Association of 

the Major Metropolises (Metropolis), the 

Globalization and World Cities（GaWC）
Research Network , Kearney Consulting, 

the Japan Mori Memorial Foundation, 

PricewaterhouseCoopers (PwC), the Oxford 

Department of Economics, the Development 

Research Center at the State Council, 

the Chinese Academy of Social Sciences 

and other leading global cities research 

institutions gathered together to discuss 

new theories and methods of leading cities 

around the world, and provide suggestions 

for building Guangzhou into an international 

metropolis, so as to give full play to the core 

engine role of Guangzhou in GBA, and give 

useful reference to promote China’s cities 

development and global cities construction.

Tab.7 Major International Conferences Held in Guangzhou in 2019

Date Conference

April 3-4

May 8-9

June 10-12

June 21

October 11-12

October 24

October 25-27

November 7-8

November 10-11

November 18-20

November 22-24

December 1-2

2019 Guangzhou Annual International Investment Conference

World Ports Conference

2th China Bioindustry Convention

2019 Guangzhou Forum on Global Cities 

Canton Tower Science & Technology Conference

2nd China (Guangdong) AI International Summit

Understanding China Guangzhou Conference

Fortune Global Tech Forum

China Forum on International Legal Cooperation

2019 CNBC Global Technology Conference (Nansha)

16th International Finance Forum (IFF) Annual Global Conference

Imperial Springs International Forum

Group Photo of 2019 Guangzhou Forum on Global Cities Research
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5.1  Foreign Consulates in Guangzhou
In 2019, the Consulates of Panama and 

Ghana in Guangzhou were officially opened, 

and the total number of foreign consulates 

in Guangzhou reached 65, maintaining the 

second place among mainland cities, second 

only to Shanghai. Consulates in Guangzhou 

is an important bridge for Guangzhou’s 

foreign exchanges and cooperation. 

Foreign delegations have taken an active 

part in meetings and diverse activities 

organized by Guangzhou like “Understanding 

Guangzhou” technical visit, which are of 

importance for sending countries to have 

firsthand understanding of Guangzhou’s 

development achievements in various fields, 

and has effectively promoted the multi-

dimensional exchanges and cooperation 

between Guangzhou and the rest of the world 

in science, technology, economy, trade and 

culture.

Guangzhou is one of China’s major gateway cities for foreign exchanges. It has maintained close 

friendship with the rest of the world and established a multi-layered “circle of friends” in various fields 

on the world stage.

A Window of International Exchanges5



CHAPTER  GUANGZHOU  2020 GUANGZHOU  2020 CHAPTER  

32 33

 5 

Fig.10 Foreign Consulates in Guangzhou (as of Dec. 2019)
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5.2 International Friendship Network

In 2019, Guangzhou established  friendly 

relations with 9 cities of different countries, 

including Auckland, Edinburgh and Busan. 

Currently, Guangzhou has established sister-

city relations with 38 cities, friendly city 

relations with 43 cities, and friendship district 

relations with 40 districts. Organizations in 

Guangzhou have also established friendly 

relations with those of other international cities. 

Currently, Guangzhou has established friendly 

organization relations with 52 foreign ports, 86 

schools and 12 libraries.

A series of sister city cooperation mechanisms, 

platforms and projects have helped to 

strengthen the friendship among the people. 

Guangzhou has promoted the Guangzhou-

Oakland-Los Angeles three-city economic 

cooperation union and Guangzhou-Frankfurt-

Lyon three-city cooperation union, carrying 

out multilateral cooperation on economic and 

trade, scientific and technological innovation, 

people-to-people exchanges and environmental 

protection. Besides the sister city celebration, 

commemorative festival, sister city culture and 

art festival, Guangzhou goes overseas to carry 

out the “Guangzhou Culture Week” with sister 

city cultural and artistic groups, sister city youth 

football match and other cultural exchange 

activities, to enhance its friendship relations with 

international cities.

The Sister City Subway Station

40th Anniversary of Guangzhou Establishing Sister-City Relations with other Cities

Guangzhou first established sister city 
relations with Fukuoka, Japan in May 
1979. By 2019, Guangzhou welcomes its 
40th anniversary of establishing sister city 
relations with other cities. From October 
31 to November 1, 2019, the Sister City 
Celebration in memory of 40th anniversary of 
Guangzhou’s work in establishing sister city 
relations was held. Representatives from 35 
cities of 26 countries gathered in Guangzhou 
to renew friendship. During the event, under 
the theme of “hand-in-hand to achieve win-
win”, a number of sister cities economic 
and trade exchange meeting were held; 17 
cultural activities such as youth football 

match and exchange camp, the exhibition 
of the “Sister City Road”, “Sister City” 
subway and a “Sister City” subway station 
were specially designed.

 5 
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Fig.11 List of International Sister Cities of Guangzhou(as of Dec. 2019)
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5.3 International Organization Contacts

Guangzhou actively holds or participates in 

multilateral activities organized by international 

organizations to share its experience in city 

governance and promote innovative exchanges 

and cooperation. In 2019, Guangzhou was re-

elected the council and executive city of United 

Cities and Local Governments (UCLG), and Chen 

Yini was elected the chairperson of the Asia-pacific 

Women’s Committee of UCLG. Guangzhou joined 

World Cities Culture Forum. Guangzhou’s “electric 

bus” project won the Green Technology award, one 

of the seven city awards of the C40 Cities Climate 

Leadership Group, making Guangzhou the only 

Chinese city to win an award. At the first UN-Habitat 

Conference, Guangzhou also held a meeting on 

Practical Experience of Promoting the New Urban 

Agenda and the UN Sustainable Development 

Goals at the Local Level to discuss innovative and 

sustainable solutions to the challenges of global 

urbanization.

The 3rd Urban Innovation Seminar The Urban 

Innovation Seminar is a learning and sharing 

platform within the framework of the Guangzhou 

International Award for Urban Innovation. The 

3rd Urban Innovation Seminar was held from 

December 2 to 6, 2019. It was co-organized by 

Guangzhou Institute for Urban Innovation (GIUI), 

Metropolis Asia-Pacific Regional Secretariat, 

City Innovation Committee of UCLG and Asia-

Pacific Local Government Women’s Committee 

of UCLG. Under the theme of “Urban Renewal 

and Urban Vitality”, the seminar covered topics of 

collaborative governance of metropolitan areas 

and GBA development, new vitality of the old cities, 

new technologies and industries, urban renewal, 

women and children’s care, etc. The seminar also 

used the technical platform and the participating 

cases of the Guangzhou International Award for 

Urban Innovation to promote the latest achievements 

in urban innovation and governance. Over 40 

representatives of relevant international organizations, 

mayors, deputy mayors and heads of government 

departments from 25 cities in 19 countries, including 

Tokyo, Barcelona, Brasilia, Kuwait City, Jakarta and 

Durban attended the seminar.

5.4 Word Tourist Attraction

Guangzhou is rich in natural resources and 

cultural heritage, attracting tourists from 

all over the world. Known as “flower city”, 

Guangzhou is one of the first Chinese cities 

to be awarded the title of “Global Garden 

Cities” by the International Park Association. 

The historical relics of the Maritime Silk 

Road is an important feature of Guangzhou’s 

cultural tourism. Guangzhou is also known 

as a city of food, enjoying the reputation of 

“the best place to eat”. The city landmark 

Guangzhou Tower is the third tallest tower 

in the world. Guangzhou Chimelong Tourist 

Resort, run by Chimelong Group, one of the 

top 10 theme park groups in the world by 

number of visitors, is one of the largest theme 

park attractions in China. Millions of foreign 

tourists visit Guangzhou every year. In 2019, 

Guangzhou attracted 346 million inbound 

foreign tourists and earned 6.53 billion USD in 

foreign exchange. The 144-hour transit visa-

free policy, which took effect on May 1, 2019, 

has made it easier for international tourists to 

visit Guangzhou.

Guangzhou tourism overseas promotion center 

covers 5 continents, 17 countries and 20 

 5 
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important tourist cities in the world, including 

San Francisco, London, Singapore, Kuala Lumpur, 

Bangkok and Delhi. Guangzhou Bureau of Culture, 

Radio and Television, and Tourism actively 

participated in events organized by World Tourism 

Cities Federation (WTCF), World Tourism Alliance, 

Tourism Promoting Organization for Asia Pacific 

Cities (TPO) and other international organizations.

China’s Third Largest Cruise Tourism City 

In 2019, Guangzhou operated 122 international 
cruise ships, with a passenger throughput of 
403,500 person-times, ranking the third in 
China. Guangzhou has a total of 9 cruise routes 
to Hong Kong, Japan, Vietnam, the Philippines 
and other places, and 12 cruise destinations. 
It is one of the cruise ports with the most 
routes to Southeast Asia in China, providing 
diversified cruise products. In November 2019, 
Guangzhou Nansha International Cruise Home 
Port, the largest cruise home port complex in 
China, started operation and maiden voyage. 
Guangzhou Nansha International Cruise Home 
Port is the first cruise home port in China to 
realize seamless connection with the subway. 
The adjacent Nansha passenger terminal 
provides express ships to Port of China Hong 

Guangzhou Nansha International Cruise 
Home Port

Kong City, Hong Kong International Airport 
and Macao. With Nansha of Guangzhou 
as the center, there are 14 large and 
medium-sized cities within a radius of 60 
kilometers. It has a vast hinterland and 
huge development potential.

 5 

Fig.12 Foreign Tourists in Guangzhou 2015-2019

Unit：Million Tourists

Source: Guangzhou Bureau of Culture, Radio and Television, and Tourism
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5.5 Gateway for International Cultural Exchanges

Guangzhou is an important gateway city for China 

to participate in international cultural exchanges. 

Lingnan culture and Maritime Silk Road culture 

consist of an indispensable part of Guangzhou’s 

culture. On this basis, Guangzhou has created two 

brand activities for cultural and tourism exchanges 

with foreign countries, namely Guangzhou Culture 
Week and Silk Road Flower in Blossom – Maritime 
Silk Road Cultural Tour, as well as the international 

cultural industry trade cooperation platform 

Guangzhou Cultural Industry Fair.

In 2019, Guangzhou Culture Week was held in 

Australia, New Zealand, Indonesia and Spain, 

during which a total of 5 activities were organized. 

There was the Fang Jinlong Chinese Music 
World Tour  in Sydney and Auckland, presenting 

wonderful Chinese folk music performances for 

local audience. Guangzhou artists  participated in 

the Cross-cultural Art Festival 2019 in Surabaya, a 

sister city of Guangzhou in Indonesia, to present 

traditional Lingnan intangible culture such as 

Cantonese opera, Guangdong puppet show and 

Guangdong music. There were also the Xu Hongfei 
Sculpture World Tour  in Spain and Chinese Spring 

Festival Gala in the United States and so on.

The Silk Road Flower in Blossom – Maritime Silk 
Road Cultural Tour  was held in Brunei, Indonesia 

and the Philippines in 2019 to enhance friendship 

in the form of an exhibition, a memo and a 
performance. Guangzhou and the Philippines, 

Indonesia and Brunei governments signed 

the Memorandum of Understanding on Co-

operation and Protection of the Maritime Silk Road 

Cultural Heritage and Sharing of Achievements 

respectively, jointly promoting the spread of 

civilizations along the Maritime Silk Road and 

realizing the vision of peace, sharing, exchanges 

and mutual benefit of the Maritime Silk Road.

Comics oF Xiao Lin: It needs patience and good 
will to wait for the flower Blooming

Under the theme of Silk Road culture, cultural Bay 
Area, and creative Guangzhou, the 2019 Guangzhou 

Cultural Industry Fair focuses on promoting cultural 

industry development and cultural exchange 

and cooperation. There were a series of activities 

in ten forms including summit forum, industrial 

cooperation negotiation and achievement show 

as well as about a hundred cultural exhibitions, in 

the fields of cultural equipment, culture finance, 

art transactions, cultural industrial parks and other 

industries.  The most famous event under the 

Cultural Industry Fair, 2019 China (Guangzhou) 

International Documentary Festival attracted 3,441 

works from 130 countries and regions to participate 

in selection and exhibition, with the number of 

collections reaching a new high, ranking first in the 

world for the same type of festival.

Guangzhou’s people-to-people exchanges with 

foreign countries are also very active. In February 

2019, Guangzhou cartoonist Lin Dihuan (also known 

as Xiao Lin) was invited to the United Nations 

Headquarters to lecture on Chinese traditional art, 

exhibiting 24 pieces of Chinese ink painting and ink 

cartoon illustrations, bringing his understanding of 

traditional culture across the ocean.



CHAPTER  GUANGZHOU  2020 GUANGZHOU  2020 CHAPTER  

38 39

 6 

Stories are usually presented in a vividly way and easy to understand, making them a “world 

language”. The stories of Guangzhou having friendly exchanges with foreign countries bears the 

imprint of globalization. Common strivers connected to Guangzhou went on the stage and told 

their own story about how they work hard for a wonderful life in the city. By sharing these stories, 

people of other countries get to know the hard-working People in Guangzhou. From the common 

people’s perspective, people around the world know more about Guangzhou and start to understand 

and trust the city. Through understanding Guangzhou, they also learn about the charm of China.

Friendly Exchange (Guangzhou) Session 
between China and Foreign Countries

6

6.1 China-South Korea Friendly Exchange Session

On June 10, 2019, the China-South Korea Friendly 

Exchange Story-telling Session was held in 

Seoul, South Korea. More than 200 guests 

from Chinese and South Korean governments, 

enterprises, and culture and art circles attended 

the event. Storytellers from China and South 

Korea shared their stories of friendship, and 

the Korean intangible cultural heritage Pansori, 

Chinese acrobatics and street dance and other 

performances presented the unique cultural 
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6.2 China-Japan Friendly Exchange Session
On June 12, 2019, the China-Japan Friendly Exchange 

Story-telling Session was held in Osaka, Japan. 

Storytellers from Guangzhou and Japan reviewed the 

touching stories of China-Japan friendly exchanges 

and looked into the bright future of China-Japan 

relations.

Guangzhou has a deep connection with Japan 

and many touching stories are told. In May 1979, 

Guangzhou and Fukuoka signed the sister city 

contract. Fukuoka became the first sister city of 

Guangzhou. Kazuhiko Kawtou, a special adviser to 

the Fukuoka-Guangzhou Lychee Association who 

was once the deputy mayor of Fukuoka city and 

responsible person of Port of Hakata, told the story 

behind the name of the association. Originally, 

the friendship association between the two cities 

should be called Fukuoka-Guangzhou Friendship 

Association. However, the “Lychee Association” was 

finally decided on because the people in Fukuoka 

are very fond of eating Lychee, one special fruit of 

Guangzhou, which has fascinated them for more 

than ten years.

Japanese culture has also been spread all over China 

through its ties with Guangzhou. Since the 1990s, 

a large number of excellent Japanese cartoons 

have been introduced into China, which have been 

imitated and followed by young Chinese animation 

creators. Jin Cheng, a Chinese cartoonist, said that in 

2005 when he visited Masuda Art Museum, founded 

by Tadao Takao, a Japanese cartoonist in Akita, “as if 

I had come to the sea of manga”. In 2019, Jin Cheng, 

Xiao Lin and other cartoonists jointly curated the 

exhibition “Chinese Animation in Japan: Chinese 

ink paintings”, which lasted for about a month in 

Kobe, Osaka and Nara. This was the first large-scale 

exhibition Chinese cartoonists as a national team 

held in Japan. Zheng Tao, planner of the popular 

mobile game Onmyoji developed independently by 
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elements of the two countries.

Gwangju’s mayor Lee Yong-sup talked about 

the friendly relations between Gwangju and 

Guangzhou. In 1996, Guangzhou of China and 

Gwangju of South Korea signed a sister city 

contract. It has been 23 years since then. Back in 

2002, the first match of China’s football team in 

the World Cup was played in the city of Gwangju. 

The Gwangju municipal government has named 

a road outside the Gwangju World Cup Stadium 

“Guangzhou Road” and set up a “Guangzhou 

Road” sign.

Sun Yongjun, Vice President of Government 

Media Relations at LG Display, said that, LG 

has been building 8.5-generation OLED panel 

production line in Guangzhou since 2018, its 

third production line in the city. Sun Yongjun 

enumerates the advantages of investing in 

Guangzhou, including the hard power such as 

excellent business environment, rich human 

resources, convenient logistics channels and 

transportation infrastructure, and the soft power 

such as a large consumer market and market’s 

tendency to accept new technologies easily. 

These advantages enable LG unswervingly to 

expand its investment scale in Guangzhou. In 

2019, iFlytek, a Guangdong-based company, 

formed a joint venture with South Korea’s Hancom 

in South Korea. The two companies will jointly 

launch translation machine 2.0 (called GinieTalk 

Go in South Korea) in South Korea. Looking 

forward to the future, Guangzhou and Gwangju 

will forge ahead hand in hand and embrace a 

bright future together.
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NetEase, said, this game reflects the story of the 

famous Japanese onmyoji Abe Seimei.

Honest and win-win economic cooperation 

feature China-Japan friendship. Honda, Toyota 

and Nissan, three major Japanese automobile 

giants, have all set up joint venture automobile 

factories in Guangzhou. Guangzhou Honda has 

created the miracle of “putting into production, 

making profits and sharing dividends in the same 

year”. Before the session begins, Koji Kadowaki, 

the first General Manager of Guangzhou Honda 

who was then in Guangzhou, Wu Song, Deputy 

General Manager of GAC Group who was then in 

Japan, have a “dialogue across distance” through 

a video phone call. They talked about the secret 

of success in cooperation: cultural differences 

inevitably brought different ways of thinking, the 

two sides must therefore have honest discussions 

and have respect for each other to achieve win-

win cooperation.

6.3 China-Italy Friendly Exchange Session

On September 4, 2019, the China-Italy Friendly 

Exchange Story-telling Session was held in 

Milan, Italy, to celebrate the 15th anniversary of 

the establishment of China-Italy comprehensive 

strategic partnership.

Seven hundred years ago, the famous Italian 

traveler Marco Polo traveled thousands of miles 

along the Silk Road to China and unveiled the 

mystery of this ancient oriental country to the 

West. Seven hundred years later, Guangzhou 

Opera House’s original opera Marco Polo, 

whose creation lasted for three years, went to 

the hometown of Marco Polo Italy for tour, and 

also returned to the hometown of opera. The 

friendly exchange story-telling session was also 

the premiere of Marco Polo. Giuseppe Talamo, 

the tenor who plays the role Marco Polo, said he 

has always been attracted by China’s long history 

and culture, which is so different from Italy’s. The 

work Marco Polo is his first time to sing in Chinese. 

He expressed his pleasure to be a part of this 

wonderful work and to spread this work to the 

international community. The Cantonese opera 

film White Snake, which has just appeared in the 

Venice International Film Festival, also came to 

Mobile Game Onmyoji  Developed by NetEase 

 6 



CHAPTER  GUANGZHOU  2020 GUANGZHOU  2020 CHAPTER  

42 43

6.4 China-Greece Friendly Exchange Session
On September 6, 2019, the China-Greece 

Friendly Exchange Story-telling Session was 

held in Athens, Greece. Since ancient times, 

Guangzhou has been a hub of trade between the 

East and the West. The Port of Guangzhou and 

its sister port, the port of Piraeus in Greece, are 

located at both ends of the Maritime Silk Road, 

connecting the stories of friendship between the 

two countries for more than 2,000 years.

Zhang Xi, a young Chinese from Greece, told 

the story of his connection with Guangzhou 

when he was growing up in Greece. As an export 

salesperson for a Chinese company, his mother 

had participated in the Canton Fair for more than 

ten times. Every time she came back from work, 

she always brought back new good products, 

which made his classmates very envious. His first 

visit to Guangzhou was to attend the Guangzhou 

International Food Exhibition with Greek olive 

oil and wine. After tasting his products, many 

Chinese businessmen cannot stop praising, 

said that it was the first time for them to know 

such a good product. He wrote an article about 

this experience and gave a speech at the Greek 

Economic Forum (GEF), where he won an award. 

Since then, he has set foot on the path of 

promoting exchanges of trade and commerce 

between China and Greece. Every year, he 

would take Greek merchants to the Canton 

Fair. At the invitation of Greek entrepreneurs, 

he sometimes goes to Guangdong to solve 

bottleneck problems in sales at Greek-Chinese 

joint ventures.

The Belt and Road Initiative also has a far-

reaching influence on Chinese businessmen. 

Huang Xudong, President of the China-

Greece Chamber of Commerce and Industry, 

said that since the 1990s, groups of Chinese 

have come to Greece, with a peak of nearly 

30,000 people doing business, working and 

studying in Athens. With their hard-working 

spirit, unremitting efforts and quality goods, 

 6 

the story-telling session. The leading actors Zeng 

Xiaomin and Wen Ruqing sang the excerpted West 

Lake Encounter to the audience. That Chinese and 

Western operas and music perform on the same 

stage shows the charm of cultural integration.

The famous Italian pianist Giovanni Vitaletti, 

contracted Kayserburg Artist at Pearl River Pianos, 

used his most familiar Pearl River piano to give 

a passionate performance for the audience. 

Guangzhou Pearl River Pianos, founded in 1956, 

is the world’s largest piano manufacturer. As 

early as 1979, Vitaletti had an upright piano with 

“PEARLRIVER” and the Chinese characters “ 珠
江 ” in gold paint at home. It accompanied him 

from a student to a pianist in countless concerts, 

witnessing his gradual growth into a skilled 

pianist.
Opera Marco Polo  by Guangzhou 
Opera House
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Both China and Spain share a passion for football. 

Guangzhou is also known for its football talents. 

Guangzhou Evergrande Taobao Football Club has 

twice reached the FIFA Club World Cup final. In 

2015, Guangdong company Star Entertainment 

invested in the Royal Spanish Football Federation 

(RFEF) and became the first Chinese company to 

become the controlling shareholder of a club in 

one of Europe’s top four football leagues. Agustin 

Mas, Director of Media and Institutional Relations 

at RFEF, said that the partnership with Star 

Entertainment has helped the team grow further.

 6 

they slowly open the door to the Greek and 

European markets. In 2018, Greece’s trade 

in light industrial products such as shoes, 

boots and umbrellas from China reached 189 

million USD. Over the past 15 years, Yiannis 

Karydas Instruments, Inc. has been a dealer 

in Greece of the Pearl River Pianos Group. 

The most famous piano brand Ritmüller 

piano is produced by the Pearl River Pianos, 

receiving great popularity in the Greek and 

European markets. Even when it is confronted 

with the financial crisis, Ritter Miller piano 

still has positive sales record thanks to its 

high quality.

6.5 China-Spain Friendly Exchange Session
dumplings, steamed dumplings, wonton 

noodles, and you can also buy healthy food 

from China, like Wong Lo Kat herbal tea 

and Guangdong-style Guiling jelly from 

Guangzhou.”

On September 8, 2019, the China-Spain Friendly 

Exchange Story-telling Session was held in 

Madrid, Spain. Each story told at the session has 

its origin in Guangzhou, which promotes the 

friendship between China and Spain.

Guangzhou has made a lot of “friends” in 

Spain. Valencia is Guangzhou’s sister city, 

and Barcelona is Guangzhou’s international 

friendship city. Octavi Mas, Secretary General of 

Metropolis, said that Guangzhou is the earliest 

Chinese city to join Metropolis (headquartered 

in Spain), and to become a member city of the 

board. Together with Metropolis and UCLG, 

Guangzhou set up the Guangzhou International 

Award for Urban Innovation, building a platform 

for cities’ mutual learning. 

Both China and Spain are big countries with 

abundant gourmet food, and the two peoples 

share the same food culture. Guangzhou is well-

known as a city of food in Spain. Food writer 

Crespo said that Cantonese cuisine has a large 

following in Spain. He said, “the hottest things 

in Spain are Cantonese dim sum, like shrimp 

Guangdong-Style Guiling jelly/
Wong Lo Kat Herbal Tea
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7.1 Mutual Assistance with Sister Cities
 When the epidemic raged in China, China 

received full support of many governments, 

international organizations, overseas Chinese 

and foreign friends. As the epidemic breaking 

out in many places of the world and spreading 

at a much faster pace, China actively provides 

support to overseas countries and regions 

in need, providing goods and materials for 

medical treatment with a message written on 

the boxes. For example, on the boxes of relief 

goods to France, there was the writing “Unis 

nous vaincrons”. This is a celebrated saying of 

The outbreak of COVID-19 in many countries in 2020 poses a huge test for global public health security. 

In the face of this challenge that knows no borders, only solidarity and cooperation are the most 

effective weapons. China has actively engaged in international cooperation against COVID-19, sharing 

its experience and technology, providing support to other countries affected by the epidemic, and 

promoting the building of a community with a shared future for mankind. Guangzhou is at the forefront 

of international cooperation among Chinese cities in fighting against COVID-19.

International Urban Governance 
Practices - On Fighting the Epidemic

7

 7 



CHAPTER  GUANGZHOU  2020 GUANGZHOU  2020 CHAPTER  

44 45

the French writer Victor Hugo, meaning “we shall 

overcome when united”. On the boxes of relief 

goods sent to Africa, there was the writing “When 

people are determined, they can overcome 

everything”, a saying by Nelson Mandela.

Guangzhou actively provides assistance to 

its sister cities. Guangzhou has sent letters of 

sympathy to 20 existing or potential international 

friendship cities, and donated 2.55 million 

protective masks and 2,200 contactless infrared 

thermometers (as of March 23) to 12 international 

friendship cities in 5 countries, including Gorgan 

in Iran, Kwangju, Inchon and Busan in South 

Korea, Fukuoka and Noboribetsu in Japan, 

Bari, Genova, Padova, Milan and Turin in Italy, 

and Lyon in France. Guangzhou enterprises 

have donated or provided more than 100,000 

detection kits to Kyrgyzstan, Iraq, etc.

There is also mutual encouragement between 

Guangzhou schools and their sister schools. 

Bowen High School in Victoria, Australia, sent an 

email to Guangya High School in Guangdong, 

saying in Chinese “Please remember us in 

Victoria. Our hearts are always with you.” The 

headmaster of Reigate Grammar School in the 

UK recorded a video to cheer the teachers and 

students of Guangzhou Zhixin High School. 

Zhixin High School also received letters and 

phone calls of sympathy from its sister schools 

in the UK, Germany, New Zealand and Sweden. 

Twenty-five students from Grade Two of Max 

Beckmann Schule, a high school in Frankfurt, 

Germany, who had planned to visit Guangzhou 

No. 6 Middle School during the Spring Festival, 

took a group of photos to express their sympathy 

and wishes. Students majoring in Spanish 

at Guangzhou Foreign Language School 

spontaneously organized and recorded a video 

to cheer for Spain in the epidemic and spread 

positive energy to its sister schools in Spain. 

Many schools in Guangzhou have sent letters 

of sympathy to their sister schools, donated 

medical supplies, and shared online education 

curriculum design and arrangement with China’s 

advanced anti-epidemic practices. Guangzhou 

will continue to strengthen communication 

with overseas cities to defeat the epidemic and 

protect the human homeland jointly.

7.2 Dispatching Expert Teams Abroad

The National Health Commission of the PRC has 

mobilized resources of high quality to guide all 

parts of the country to give full support to the 

worst-hit regions, sending multiple teams of 

medical and health experts to other countries 

to provide medical assistance. Many high-

level medical teams from Guangzhou have 

been dispatched. At the request of the Iraqi 

Red Crescent Society, a 7-member medical 

team from Guangdong went to Iraq on March 7, 

including members from the Guangdong Branch 

Red Cross Society of China, the Chinese Center 

for Disease Control and Prevention, and the 

First Affiliated Hospital of Guangzhou Medical 

University. Ai Hexu, an Arabic teacher born in 

the 1990s at Guangdong University of Foreign 

Studies, served as the interpreter of the medical 

team. They brought protective equipment, 

detection reagents, PCR equipment and other 

medical supplies and the latest version of the 

 7 
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7.3 Sharing Epidemic Prevention and Control 
Experience 

China has actively shared its experience with 

the international community. The National 

Health Commission has compiled a set 

of technical documents on diagnosis and 

treatment as well as prevention and control, 

and shared them with 180 countries and over 

10 international and regional organizations 

promptly to help safeguard global health 

security. Guangzhou has also actively shared 

its experience in fighting COVID-19 with 

international organizations and cities in foreign 

countries.

On March 3, Zhong Nanshan, head of China’s 

COVID-19 expert team, director of the National 

Clinical Research Center for Respiratory 

Disease, and academician of the Chinese 

Academy of Engineering, made a video 

phone call with Dr. Anita Simonds, President-

elect of the European Respiratory Society 

(ERS), introducing China’s achievements and 

experience in fighting the epidemic in English. 

Professor Zhong Nanshan had led China’s fight 

against SARS in 2003. At the age of 84, he went 

to Wuhan from Guangzhou to investigate the 

outbreak of COVID-19 in the first place, which 

helped China officially launch the fight against 

COVID-19.

On March 25, Guangzhou participated in the 

 7 

diagnosis and treatment plan. They spent 

more than two months in Iraq. The medical 

team not only faced with a heavy workload 

and an unknown specialized field, but was 

also under the risk of explosions and gunfire. 

“In the face of the epidemic, helping people 

in more countries is also helping China and 

helping ourselves,” Ai said. On March 21, a 

6-member medical team from Guangdong 

arrived in Serbia. The medical assistance 

they had planned to provide in Serbia for two 

weeks was extended twice at the request of 

the Serbian side. On April 30, Serbia’s Minister 

of Defence Aleksandar Vulin presented them 

with the country’s highest medal of honor. On 

May 2, three experts from the First Affiliated 

Hospital of Sun Yat-sen University arrived in 

Serbia to continue to assist Serbia to replace 

the first batch of experts.

A Serbian newspaper reports about Professor 
Xiong Yan, Deputy Director of the Emergency 
Department of the First Affiliated Hospital of 
Sun Yat-sen University, in the medical team.
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Team of Prof.Zhong Nanshan had a video 
connection with Harvard Medical School to 
discuss Epidemic Control and Treatment

7.4 Expats in Guangzhou Provides Voluntary Services

During the epidemic, Guangzhou has 

formulated a series of scientific and precise 

prevention and control measures for entry-

exit personnel, effectively brought the 

epidemic under control, and provided good 

health services for all foreigners coming to 

and staying in Guangzhou. The Guangzhou 

multilingual public service platform 

immediately launched a 24-hour multilingual 

anti-epidemic hotline service, and launched 

micro classes in English, Italian, Spanish 

and Arabic to spread the knowledge of 

prevention and control. Given 

Foreign Residents Participating in Community 
Volunteer Activities in Guangzhou

“Local Governments Roundtable – Sharing 

Front-line Experience in Fighting COVID-19”, an 

international online video seminar on epidemic 

prevention and control jointly organized by UN-

Habitat, UCLG and Metropolis. The meeting was 

chaired by the Secretary General of UCLG Emilia 

Saiz, and addressed by the Deputy Secretary 

General of the United Nations and Executive 

Director of UN-Habitat Maimunah Mohd Sharif. 

Nearly 100 representatives of 11 cities from 8 

countries, including Guangzhou and Xi’an in 

China, Rome and Lampedusa in Italy, Barcelona 

and Madrid in Spain, Buenos Aires in Argentina, 

Bogota in Colombia, Montevideo in Uruguay, 

Durban in South Africa, and local government 

public service organizations attended the 

meeting. As the first city to speak, Guangzhou 

introduced its epidemic prevention and 

control strategy and its firm will to strengthen 

cooperation with cities around the world to tackle 

the challenge of the epidemic jointly. A video 

webinar at municipal level on C40’s response 

to the COVID-19 crisis was convened by Eric 

Garcetti, Los Angeles Mayor and President of 

the C40 Cities Climate Leadership Group on 

March 27. More than 120 representatives from 

45 member cities in 33 countries and regions, 

including Guangzhou, attended the meeting and 

exchanged experience in epidemic prevention 

and control.
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A Group Photo of Some Foreign Volunteers in 
Guangzhou

the large number of foreigners in Guangzhou 

and the shortage of translators, many expats 

have volunteered to join the volunteer team, 

contributing to the prevention and control of 

COVID-19 in Guangzhou. The foreign youth 

volunteer team in Baiyun District, Guangzhou 

has recruited 106 foreign volunteers to provide 

translation, epidemic prevention knowledge 

publicity, humanistic care and other services. 

14 international students from 13 countries, 

including Nigeria, Tanzania and Uganda, 

at Southern Medical University set up an 

international medical cooperation volunteer 

team to assist Guangzhou No. 8 People’s 

Hospital in providing emotional comfort to 

asymptomatic infected foreigners.

On May 6, a foreign volunteer exchange 

meeting was held at Liede Social Workers 

Service Station in Tianhe District, 

Guangzhou. 25 volunteers from 15 

countries including the United States, 

Angola, Cameroon, France, Ghana, Italy 

and India, as well as two French volunteer 

families attended the meeting. They told 

their stories about living, studying and 

volunteering in Guangzhou and were 

honored as “Guangzhou Community Envoy 

of Friendship”. Abu Khaled, a businessman 

from Yemen, volunteers on a highway 

near Guangzhou’s border with Foshan to 

take the temperature of drivers entering 

the city. After he posted his pictures on 

Moments, some of his fellow Yemenis asked 

what the event was, and he led 26 of them 

to volunteer. He said that the original 

intention of participating in the volunteer 

service was to protect his family, his life 

and the city he loved. Yemeni compatriots 

scattered all over Guangzhou and even 

other cities got to know each other through 

the volunteer service, which is a surprise. 

Lina Liana Tjahjadi from Indonesia, a doctor 

at Guangzhou’s Fuda Cancer Hospital, has 

been registered as a foreign volunteer in 

Tianhe District. “I have spent 20 years of my 

life in Guangzhou," she said. “Here, I have a 

warm home and many kind friends.” During the 

epidemic, she collected masks from Indonesia 

for friends in Guangzhou, all because of her 

love for the city.
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8.1 Improve the Governance of Guangzhou as an 
International Metropolis through the “Post-epidemic 
Recovery” Plan

The government takes the lead in tightening its 

belt. It will cut overall spending by 17.3%, cut 

public spending and regular expenditures by 

another 15%, and put most of the government 

fund in stimulating the economy and ensuring 

social security. In terms of ensuring people’s 

livelihood, the government will provide more 

employment assistance to disadvantaged 

groups to increase residents’ incomes; deepen 

the reform of medical insurance; support the 

development of care services for children under 

the age of 3; promote the development 

The ravages of COVID-19 have deeply impacted all aspects of global development. Adhering to the 

general principle of making improvement in stability, in 2020 Guangzhou focuses more on stabilizing 

employment and ensuring people’s livelihood, transforming the mode of economic development, 

promoting high-quality development, and striving to build itself into an international metropolis with 

more unique charm and vitality.

Prospects of Guangzhou Global City 
Development

8
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of facilities for the people’s livelihood, such as 

hospitals for the elderly and comprehensive 

rehabilitation centers for children; and promote 

the renovation of more than 100 old residential 

areas and the cleaning of 147 rivers and streams. 

In terms of stabilizing the economy, measures 

will be taken to ensure the developing room 

of market players, including easing the capital 

chain, ensuring the supply of talents, restoring 

the industries and smoothing the logistics. The 

government will invest about 72.48 billion USD 

in new digital infrastructure projects to drive 

economic growth. Measures will be taken to 

stimulate consumption, such as issuing vouchers 

for culture- and tourism-related consumption, 

supporting the development of new businesses 

such as retail and live-streaming e-commerce, 

and creating 30 nighttime economic clusters. 

In terms of international cooperation in the 

fight against COVID-19, Guangzhou will more 

actively share experience and offer sympathy 

and donations through sister cities, international 

organizations and international media, strengthen 

international promotion and supply of medical 

technologies and supplies, and actively advocate 

and carry out inter-regional cooperation on 

post-COVID-19 economic stimulus, as a way to 

undertake the responsibility of a global city.

8.2 Improve Mechanisms for Opening-up

To continuously improve the business environment, 

Guangzhou will fully implement the business 

environment 3.0 reform to create a “Guangzhou 

example” of a preferred business environment; 

promote the reform of large-scale customs 

clearance and the intelligent construction of ports, 

and build a global traceability system, a global 

customs declaration service system, and a global 

distribution center of high-quality products; and 

strengthen institutional innovation in the China 

(Guangdong) Pilot Free Trade Zone Nansha Area 

of Guangzhou (Nansha FTZ) and improve its 

institutional framework in line with international 

investment rules. In terms of foreign exchange and 

cooperation mechanism, Guangzhou will strengthen 

the innovation of international exchange and 

cooperation mechanism, such as establishing and 

improving the normalized management and service 

mechanism for foreigners in Guangzhou, improving 

the daily communication mechanism with foreign 

embassies and consulates in China, and improving 

the rapid response mechanism for foreign-related 

emergencies. In terms of participating in global 

urban governance, Guangzhou will play a more 

active role in continuing to lead global urban 

governance innovation. For example, it will play the 

role of core member in Metropolis, UCLG and other 

organizations, and carry out research, discussion 

and cooperation on international urban governance 

projects within the framework of the organizations; 

and give full play to the advocacy role of the 

Guangzhou International Award for Urban Innovation 

and continue to hold the Guangzhou International 

Urban Innovation Conference successfully.
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8.4 Enhance the International Commercial and Trade 
Center Functions

Guangzhou will focus on new technologies, 

industries, emerging businesses and business 

modes in terms of economic development, 

promoting the construction of Guangzhou artificial 

intelligence and digital economy pilot zone, 

planning the first 5G industrial parks, building 

itself into a national-level demonstration zone of 

block chain development, constructing the City 

of Design and Guangzhou eco-design town, and 

building itself into a national service-oriented 

manufacturing city. Guangzhou will support the 

construction of a number of high-level foreign 

trade development platforms, such as the global 

aircraft leasing center, the automobile international 

trade center and the national digital service 

export base; and support Nansha’s application for 

national import trade promotion and innovation 

demonstration zone, and the construction of a 

number of national import gathering areas, and 

build a comprehensive import trade service 

hub in South China. Guangzhou will speed up 

the development of cross-border e-commerce, 

market procurement, bonded logistics and other 

new commercial activities and business modes 

of foreign trade, promote the construction of 

comprehensive 

 8 

8.3 Fully Promote the Development of the 
Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao Greater Bay Area
Guangzhou will promote the convergence and 

innovation of rules in GBA, including improving the 

mechanism of task-force on cooperation between 

Guangzhou and Hong Kong as well as Guangzhou 

and Macao, promoting exchanges between 

governments at all levels, and disentangling, 

coordinating and implementing the list of items 

on the convergence of rules; implement the Bay 

Area Access Project and explore diversified ways in 

realizing “the same item, the same policy and the 

same rule in three places”; and promote investment 

and trade liberalization and facilitation with high 

international standards, and explore the possibility of 

building a set of free trade ports in GBA. Guangzhou 

and GBA will jointly build an international hub 

for science and technology innovation in GBA, 

giving full play to the role of the main engine of the 

Guangdong-Shenzhen-Hong Kong-Macao “science 

and technology innovation corridor”. Guangzhou 

will support the construction of the Guangdong- 

Hong Kong-Macao joint laboratory, work with the 

two regions to build a number of cutting-edge 

research platforms for interdisciplinary science, and 

join hands with them in participating in the national 

“big science” projects. Guangzhou will organize 

the Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao Greater Bay 

Area (Guangdong-Guangzhou) open fund, and 

make a pilot project of credit loan financing for 

high-tech enterprises. Guangzhou will establish 

and improve the GBA technology and finance 

alliance, and build a national intellectual property 

trading center. Guangzhou will be committed to 

building a demonstration zone for comprehensive 

cooperation between Guangdong, Hong Kong 

and Macao, including coordinating efforts to build 

a modern industrial system in GBA, promoting 

orderly connectivity with GBA’s financial markets, 

and building a gathering area for innovation and 

entrepreneurship among young people from 

Guangdong, Hong Kong and Macao.
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Guangzhou will improve its capacity to hold 

high-end international conferences, to hold 

successfully a series of events including the 

2020 Global Mayors Forum and World Council 

of UCLG, the 13th Metropolis World Congress 

and the 5th Guangzhou International Award 

for Urban Innovation and explore the 

establishment of the Secretariat of the Global 

Mayors Forum, to develop flagship brands 

of high-end international conferences. 

Guangzhou will continue to do a good job of 

holding the Imperial Springs International 

Forum, the International Finance Forum, 

Guangzhou Annual International Investment 

Conference, Guangzhou International 

Biological Forum, Canton Tower Science 

& Technology Conference, World Eco-

Design Conference and other conferences 

on multilateral exchanges and cutting-

edge industry development. Guangzhou 

will elaborately organize and promote 

Understanding China Conference, Future 

City Summit, Clear Waters and Green 

Mountains Forum and other international 

high-end conferences, organizing and 

introducing more international conferences 

and high-end forums with global influence. 

Guangzhou will promote pragmatic 

cooperation with sister cities, accelerate 

the plan to establish friendship relations 

with a hundred foreign cities, continue to 

improve the association structure of multi-

dimensional friendship network, and deepen 

the construction of Guangzhou-Auckland-

Los Angeles and Guangzhou-Frankfurt-

Lyon cooperation mechanisms. Guangzhou 

will expand international communication 

network, promote all-round exchanges and 

cooperation among UCLG and Metropolis 

member cities, engage in activities 

organized by international organizations 

such as Tourism Promotion Organization for 

Asia-Pacific Cities, ICLEI-Local Governments 

for Sustainability, C40 Cities Climate 

Leadership Group and World Cities Culture 

Forum. Guangzhou will strive to attract more 

international organizations and institutions 

to settle in Guangzhou. International think 

tank exchange activities will be built, with 

the operating feature of “local think tanks 

+ international organizations” , giving local 

think tanks more opportunities to associate 

with international organizations and voice 

their opinions.

8.5 Building an International Exchange Center

pilot zones for cross-border e-commerce, 

build itself into a national center city for 

cross-border e-commerce, deepen the 

pilot work of market procurement, parallel 

import of automobiles and export of second-

hand cars, and expand the foreign trade 

market. Give full play to the advantages as 

an exhibition center, Guangzhou will power 

international trade center construction, 

including improving the radiation ability of 

Canton Fair and other traditional and well-

known exhibitions, building MSRE a national-

level expo, having more domestic and 

international major exhibitions settled in 

Guangzhou, and supporting local exhibitions 

improve its international operation capacity, 

so as to build itself into a high level 

conference and exhibition center. 
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Guangzhou will actively hold cultural exchange 

activities with foreign countries, including 

hosting national key cultural projects such as 

“My China, My Year”, “Chinese Spring Festival 

Gala” and “Embrace China”; carrying out key 

cultural exchanges with other countries, such 

as “Guangzhou Culture Week” and “Flower 

City in Silk Road – Maritime Silk Road World 

Heritage Cultural Tour”; comprehensively 

enhancing the brand awareness and external 

influence of Guangzhou Cultural Industry Fair. 

It will hold international festivals such as the 

International Sailing Festival, the International 

Cruise Tourism and Culture Festival,and 

the International Cuisine Festival, as well as 

local festivals such as the Spring Festival 

Flower Fair, Guangfu Temple Fair, Guangzhou 

Folk Culture Festival and Huangpu Polo 

Temple Fair, and Guangzhou Qiqiao Cultural 

Festival. Guangzhou will enrich and innovate 

international tourism exchanges, and maintain 

and improve its features as a city of flower all 

the year round, an important city in Maritime 

Silk Road, a city with Lingnan culture, an 

important city in modern-times revolutions, a 

commercial city with a history of thousands 

of years, a modern metropolis, and a city 

with beautiful natural sceneries, springs and 

cuisines. It will build its image as a home port 

for international cruises, enhance the tourism 

activity brands of “flower city the home” tourists 

experience project and others, and promote 

cooperation with important tourism cities in the 

world through platforms including UNWTO, TPO 

and GITF. Guangzhou will promote educational 

exchange activities at all levels, including 

attracting more high-level universities, 

vocational colleges and overseas educational 

institutions to visit Guangzhou for cooperation 

and co-management. The city will do a good 

job in carrying out youth friendship exchange 

activities such as “I am Guangzhou’s little 

envoy for foreign exchange”; implementing 

the “Elite Plan” overseas study program; and 

improving international understanding so as to 

promote cross-cultural exchanges.

8.6 Expand International Cultural Exchanges

Overlook of Canton Fair Complex
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8.7 Promote Capacity for International Communication

Guangzhou will build an international 

communication system of city image that 

conforms to the overall national strategy, 

with a distinct and unified city image and the 

participation of the whole society. According 

to the regional preferences of the audience, 

the city will integrate a series of activities and 

platforms for foreign contact, folk diplomacy 

and public diplomacy, and develop regional 

communication strategies to improve the 

precision of international communication. The 

city will improve the news release system, press 

spokesman system and handling mechanism 

of public emergency to ensure that news are 

released in a fast, accurate, standardized and 

orderly manner. Guangzhou will carry out 

effective external communication activities, 

including enhancing the influence of Guangzhou 

Round Table on City Image and International 

Communication, promoting normalization of 

overseas introduction event of the city image 

of Guangzhou, expanding the international 

coverage of “Guangzhou Story Session”, and 

hosting successfully “Night in Guangzhou” 

city promotion and culture exhibition activities 

with the help of APEC Summit, G20 Summit, 

BRICS Summit, World Economic Forum, Boao 

Forum for Asia, China Development Forum and 

other major international conference platforms. 

Relying on local media, the city will strengthen 

cooperation with Xinhua News Agency and other 

national media, and international mainstream 

media, developing and promoting a global-

oriented media communication platform, so as to 

introduce to the world Guangzhou in an objective, 

actual and comprehensive way.

 8 

China-Singapore Guangzhou Knowledge City
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<  Guangzhou Global City Development Report 2020

is issued by Guangzhou Urban Innovation Research Center of Guangzhou 

Academy of Social Sciences.

<  Guangzhou Academy of Social Sciences (GZASS)
is a leading think tank and a distinguished academic institution in southern China 

sponsored by the municipal government of Guangzhou. Its researches center on 

Guangzhou aiming to provide policy consultancy to authorities at all levels. Adopting 

a new model of Research Hub + Network & Entity + Platform, GZASS is developing 

towards a modern think tank with international perspective. 

<  Guangzhou Urban Innovation Research Center (GUIRC)

is a comprehensive think tank on urban innovation and sustainable development 

research established by Guangzhou Academy of Social Sciences and the Guangzhou 

municipal government. Major contributions include:“Guangzhou Global City 

Development Report”Series, Global City Index Database, etc. 
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